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HONORING ROSE KAUFMAN

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of an extraordinary wife,
mother, grandmother, and artist, Rose Kauf-
man.

The Pelosi family was blessed to be forever
joined to the Kaufman family when our daugh-
ter Christine married Rose and Phil's son,
Peter. Their wedding brought us all closer to-
gether and made us a single family and dear
friends.

Rose was a beautiful person inside and out.
| enjoyed listening to her warm, witty insights
about people and her career in the arts. She
was an actor and a screenwriter; a creative
force and an active member of the San Fran-
cisco community. She was full of passion and
spirit, brimming with ideas, committed to artis-
tic excellence and the rich culture of our City
and our nation.

Her remarkable story brought her together
with Philip, her husband of 51 years. They
shared a love of film and art in all forms. They
collaborated on screenplays and build a warm,
welcoming home for friends and family. Their
partnership began as filmmakers, as profes-
sional peers; it transformed into a love story—
one that stretched from their work on Phil’'s
first film through her courageous battle with
cancer in recent years.

The memories of Rose Kaufman will be
ones of joy, happiness, optimism and cre-
ativity. Our whole family mourns Rose’s pass-
ing, and will be reminded of her fun-loving
spirit in the laughter of Octavio and Isabella.
We will long remember her warmth, her vi-
brant personality, her commitment to those
she loved, and her enduring contributions to
those who loved her.

——————

WALL STREET REFORM AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4173) to provide
for financial regulatory reform, to protect
consumers and investors, to enhance Federal
understanding of insurance issues, to regu-
late the over-the-counter derivatives mar-
kets, and for other purposes:

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Chair, |
rise in strong support of this amendment to
H.R. 4173, which | sponsored along with Con-
gressman MARSHALL, Judiciary Committee
Chairman CONYERS, and many other of my
distinguished colleagues.

This amendment would help millions of
Americans across the Nation and correct a

glaring anomaly in our current law. If you are
a family farmer, if you are a real estate specu-
lator, or if you own 5 or 20 or 50 homes, for
example, you are allowed to use bankruptcy to
modify your mortgage. The only exception is
the family home. Our amendment would
change that and allow bankruptcy judges to
modify mortgages for people facing imminent
foreclosure.

Millions of Americans have lost their homes
due to foreclosure and millions more are at
risk of doing so. In fact, there were 937,840
foreclosure filings in the third quarter of 2009.
This was up 23 percent from one year ago. It
is time we helped these families, just as we
have helped large banks and other financial
institutions.

Now, in the past we have heard from lend-
ers that this kind of change will increase bor-
rowing costs for everyone else. Of course, this
is the same industry that in 2005 told us that
making bankruptcy more onerous would re-
duce people’s interest costs by $400 per year
on their credit cards. Nothing of the sort hap-
pened.

And we tried an alternative—the voluntary
modification route. Unfortunately, it has not
helped the vast majority of distressed home-
owners.

As of November 30, only 4 percent of strug-
gling homeowners in the Treasury Depart-
ment’'s Home Affordable Modification Program
received permanent loan modifications—
31,382 out of 728,000. This week, the Finan-
cial Services Committee heard testimony that
this program is “destined to fail” because it
does not address negative equity.

The Congressional Budget Office estimates
that one million households could benefit from
this measure, with no additional cost to tax-
payers.

So, it is time to take the next step. It is time
to give homeowners the same rights as every-
one else, and let them modify their mortgages
in bankruptcy. It is time to help average citi-
zens stay in their homes, just like we have
helped big financial institutions.

| strongly urge all Members to support this
amendment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, as indi-
cated in the Leave of Absence request grant-
ed by the House of Representatives, | was not
in attendance for votes on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8, 2009, so that | could support my con-
stituents, the law enforcement community, and
the residents of the Pacific northwest at a me-
morial service to mourn the tragic loss of four
Lakewood Police officers.

Were | in attendance, | would have voted in
favor of the Motion to Instruct Conferees on
H.R. 3288, rollcall Vote No. 931; H. Con. Res.

199, rollcall Vote No. 932; H. Con. Res. 206,
rollcall Vote No. 933; H. Res. 940, rolicall Vote
No. 934; H. Res. 845, rolicall Vote No. 935;
H.R. 2278, rollcall Vote No. 936; H. Res. 915,
rollcall Vote No. 937; and H. Res. 907, rollcall
Vote No. 938.

————

HONORING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE
BULGE

HON. JOE SESTAK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, December
16, 2009 marks the 65th Anniversary of the
Battle of the Bulge. On this day 65 years ago,
German forces launched the Ardennes Offen-
sive against American and Allied Forces in
Belgium, Luxemburg, and Germany. The Bat-
tle of the Bulge, which lasted 40 days, rep-
resents one of the greatest displays of valor,
honor, and perseverance in American military
history. It also marked the beginning of the
end of World War II.

One week into this historic battle, com-
manding officer General Anthony McAuliffe
was approached by Colonel Harper with a
note from Germany’s command asking for an
“honorable surrender” by American forces.
When General McAuliffe was read the note,
he laughed and exclaimed, “Us surrender?
Aw, nuts!” He then realized that a reply was
in order, and began to ask his staff what he
should say. Lieutenant General Harry Kinnard
spoke up, saying “That first remark of yours
would be hard to beat.” “What do you mean?”
asked McAuliffe. “Sir, you said ‘Nuts’.” replied
the Lieutenant General. And that was the an-
swer that McAuliffe gave back to the Ger-
mans; Nuts.

Surrender was never an option for our boys.
Despite being outnumbered and outgunned at
the onset of the battle, the Allied Forces re-
fused to yield. Even when they were forced to
retreat to Bastogne in the face of an over-
whelming German force, the objective re-
mained the same: stop Hitler's army, whatever
it takes.

According to the Department of Defense,
American forces suffered almost 90,000 cas-
ualties during the battle, including 19,000
killed, 47,500 wounded and 23,000 missing. It
is our duty to honor those lost in battle, and
to acknowledge the sacrifice they made—the
ultimate sacrifice—in defense of our freedom
and security. These men were not expecting
combat. In fact, the area they were defending
had been considered a “quiet sector”. As the
German Forces advanced, neither they nor
their officers were aware of the impending at-
tack. Hitler's army confronted them with half a
million troops, 1,800 tanks, and thousands of
guns, yet our men prevailed.

In this way, the Battle of the Bulge serves
as both a legacy and a precedent. Its legacy
is that of the largest land battle in our Army’s
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history and the turning point of World War II.
Its precedent is the model it provides, even
today, for our men and women in combat.
During my 31 years of service in the Navy, |
witnessed acts of extraordinary bravery and
resolve among the men and women under my
command. As a Vice Admiral, | was honored
to serve with the finest sailors that our country
has to offer and witness these men and
women perform their duties with the same pur-
pose and spirit that led the Allied Forces to
victory 65 years ago.

This past August, | was honored with the
opportunity to welcome the 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion of World War Il to my District. Many of
these men served in the Battle of the Bulge,
and it was with tremendous gratitude and re-
spect that | addressed them, shared my own
experiences as a Veteran, and fielded ques-
tions. As the son of a Navy Captain who
served in the War, | have an understanding of
the sacrifices these men made to serve their
country, including the years they spent away
from home and family. | cannot begin to ex-
press how grateful | am to these men and the
deep appreciation for all they have done to
defend the democratic principles of this nation.

It is with humility and a strong sense of obli-
gation that | ask us to recognize the Allied
Forces’ victory at the Battle of the Bulge in
late January, 1945 and the men who made
that victory possible.

——

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
PHIL URBAN

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, | am ex-
tremely pleased to honor the work of Phil
Urban, on the occasion of his retirement as
President and CEO from Grange Insurance.

Our nation has always been blessed by the
many individuals, who through their innovation
and drive led a successful business that im-
pacted a community and its people. Motivated
by an unceasing spirit, these entrepreneurs
built this great country through their work and
accomplishments. Today, the tremendous
strength of America and individual commu-
nities like Central Ohio are still sustained
through the passion and vitality of these dedi-
cated people. Therefore, those who contribute
to this heritage deserve to be honored for their
service.

As president and chief executive officer, Phil
Urban directed Grange Insurance to the
heights of its industry, becoming a standout-
provider in a crowded market. Phil's unparal-
leled focus on his craft and drive to succeed
helped lead Grange to numerous industry
awards and unprecedented profits. Yet, profits
cannot solely capture Phil’s legacy in our com-
munity. Since announcing his retirement ear-
lier this year, Phil has been inundated with an
outpouring of affection and praise by his peers
and the entire Grange family, all of which can
surely attest to the impact he made in his po-
sition. The respect he showed for his over
1,500 Central Ohio employees is well-known
and is a part of why Grange has become a
company emulated and respected by many.
Additionally, the weight Phil placed on cor-
porate responsibility led Grange to give mil-
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lions of dollars back to greater Columbus,
leaving a legacy for Phil that will stand for
years to come.

Through such distinction and service to his
company and to Columbus, Phil stands as a
pillar of our community. | am very pleased to
thank him for all he has done for Central Ohio.

| offer my congratulations to Phil Urban for
a career spent in service. | hope the spirit he
daily brings forth in his life and work continues
to inspire his friends and co-workers for years
to come.

———

CELEBRATING THE 191ST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE STATE OF IL-
LINOIS

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to recognize a great day in American
history. On December 3, 1818 lllinois joined
the United States of America. This month
marks the 191st anniversary of this event. |
join over 12 million lllinoisans in celebrating
our great state’s inclusion in the Union.

For nearly two centuries, lllinois has occu-
pied an important position within our country.
From lllinois, great, transformative leaders
have risen to national prominence. In 1830,
our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln, moved
to lllinois where he practiced law in Springfield
and served in our state legislature and the
U.S. House of Representatives before winning
the presidency in 1860. It was in lllinois where
Lincoln and foe, Senator Stephen Douglas,
debated the issue of slavery, the first of which
was in Oftawa. Lincoln proclaimed that, “A
house divided against itself cannot stand.” It
was lllinois that answered Lincoln’s call by
being the first state to ratify the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, abolishing
slavery. Today, we are proud to have another
lllinoisan following Lincoln’s legacy in the
White House, our 44th President Barack
Obama, with whom | served in Springfield and
who served our great state in the U.S. Senate.

lllinois is home to a wide array of historic
sites testifying to its important role in our na-
tion’s history. From Chicago’s Museum of
Science and Industry, a physical remnant of
the 1893 World’s Fair, to the Cahokia Mounds,
a pre-Columbian settlement in the southern
part of the state, lllinois bears many of our na-
tion’s historical riches.

In addition, lllinois serves as one of the
leaders in our nation’s economy. lllinois is at
the forefront of agriculture. It is the number
two producer of corn, number one producer of
soybeans in the United States, and a major
producer of pork. lllinois is one of our nation’s
leading transportation hubs, which contribute
greatly to our local economy. My district is
home to the largest intermodal in the country,
which provides thousands of local jobs. Many
large corporations call lllinois home, such as
State Farm Insurance of Bloomington, which is
a major employer in lllinois’ 11th Congres-
sional District. Many motion pictures have
been filmed in lllinois including the classic film
Blues Brothers.

Within lllinois, communities from large urban
cities to small rural villages come together to
form the fabric of the fifth most populous state
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in the nation. In my own 11th District, | am
proud to serve communities ranging from
Peotone, in the near Chicago, to smaller com-
munities, such as Streator and Princeton. In
my district and across the state, farmers and
urban professionals, teachers and firefighters
all compose the diverse body of Americans
known as lllinoisans. | am proud to join them
today in celebrating our great state.

LEE DERROUGH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and pleasure that | rise today to
recognize the outstanding service and leader-
ship of Lee Derrough, on the occasion of his
retirement as CEO of Hunt Midwest Enter-
prises Inc.

Lee is a 1967 journalism graduate of the
University of Kansas. Lee faithfully served
forty-two years with the Hunt Organization. He
began his career as a public relations assist-
ant for the Kansas City Chiefs. Lee then be-
came the Marketing Director for Worlds of
Fun, before becoming General Manager of the
park in 1974. It was also Lee’s idea to develop
Oceans of Fun, which, with Worlds of Fun, be-
came the largest tourist attraction for Kansas
City, providing hundreds of jobs and opportu-
nities for young people throughout the metro-
politan community. Many of the people who
worked for Lee have gone on to be major con-
tributors to our community in their roles as
lawyers, judges, doctors, teachers and busi-
ness associates.

Under Lee’s leadership, he grew and devel-
oped more than 6,000 acres of surface com-
mercial and residential real estate for Hunt
Midwest Real Estate Development, Inc. He
also served on the Boards of Directors for the
Greater Kansas City Chamber Commerce, the
Kansas City Chiefs Football Club, the Civic
Council of Kansas City, the Clay County EDC,
the Missouri Transportation Alliance. Lee also
served as the Chairman of the Board for the
Economic Development Corporation of Kansas
City and the Convention and Visitors Bureau
of Greater Kansas City.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me in commending Lee Derrough for his
dedicated service to the people of Kansas
City, Missouri and the Hunt Midwest Organiza-
tion. | know Lee’s colleagues, family and
friends join with me in thanking him for his
commitment to others and wishing him happi-
ness and good health in his retirement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on Monday, December 14, 2009, |
missed two recorded votes on the House floor.
Had | been present, | would have voted YEA
on rollcall 969 and YEA on rollcall 970.
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WES BANNISTER RECOGNITION

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, |
would like to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the following press release, which
tells the story of Wes Bannister, who suc-
cumbed to cancer earlier this month. As the
first Vice President of the Orange County
Water District, he advised me on water issues
for many years, and gave me his personal di-
rection. He was a leader in the community and
the state, and he will be missed. | know first-
hand that his contributions will be enjoyed by
Orange Countians for generations to come.

WATER INDUSTRY LOSES A GREAT LEADER

THE ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT BOARD
AND STAFF MOURNS THE UNTIMELY LOSS OF
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR WES BAN-
NISTER

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA (Dec. 11, 2009).—In
the late hours of December 10, 2009, the water
world and Orange County lost an important
trailblazer and public servant, Wesley ‘‘Wes”’
Mastin Bannister lost his battle with cancer.
Wes Bannister was elected to the Orange
County Water District (OCWD) Board of Di-
rectors in 1991 representing Division 6, which
includes Fountain Valley, Huntington Beach
and parts of Westminster. He was re-elected
to four consecutive four-year terms in 1996,
2001, 2004 and 2008. He was elected in 2007 and
2008 by his fellow board members to serve as
the District’s 1st Vice President.

““The Board and staff of the Orange County
Water District have lost an incredible leader
who lived and breathed water,” stated OCWD
Board President Stephen R. Sheldon. ‘‘Those
who had the privilege of working with Wes
know that he had the tenacity to get to the
core of critical issues and drive and inspire
others to do what was right and economi-
cally sound. He stood true to his principles
and convictions, like no other person. We are
truly sorry for his family’s great loss.”

During his tenure as a Board Member, the
District celebrated many important achieve-
ments including the building and operation
of the Groundwater Replenishment (GWR)
System, the largest water purification
project of its kind in the world, and a state-
of-the-art Advanced Water Quality Assur-
ance Laboratory.

In addition to serving on the OCWD Board,
in 1993 Director Bannister was appointed Di-
rector to the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (MWD) representing the
Municipal Water District of Orange County.
In 2004, Director Bannister was elected as
Chair of the MWD Board of Directors, for
which he served until October 31, 2006.

“Wes was a principled leader and com-
mitted advocate for Orange County and its
water interests who also worked faithfully to
address the water challenges facing the en-
tire southern California region,” said Wayne
Clark, President of the Municipal Water Dis-
trict of Orange County (MWDOC). ‘“We were
honored to have had Wes represent MWDOC
as one of our appointed representatives to
the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California and we are going to miss our good
friend.”

Director Bannister devoted over 23 years to
serving the communities of Orange County.
He served on the Huntington Beach City
Council from 1986 to 1990, including as Mayor
in 1989. ‘I had the distinct honor of serving
with Wes on the City Council”, stated As-
semblyman Jim Silva (R-Huntington Beach).
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“If it weren’t for his encouragement and sup-
port, I would not be serving in the Assembly
today. Wes was invaluable to me and many
of my colleagues when it came to solving
state water issues. He was a mentor and a
true friend who genuinely cared about the
people in his community and gave of his
time and energy to making a difference.”

Director Bannister was also the Repub-
lican nominee for California Insurance Com-
missioner in 1990 and was nominated to the
Electoral College by President Bush in that
same year. He also served on the West Or-
ange County Board from 1986 to 1990 and on
the Orange County Sanitation District Board
of Directors, District 11, from 1988 to 1990.

In 1986, Director Bannister was appointed
by the Governor to the California FAIR Plan
Board of Governors and continued to serve
on this Board until his untimely death.
Since 1993, Director Bannister had rep-
resented OCWD on the Board of Directors of
the Association of California Water Agencies
Joint Powers Insurance Authority (ACWA-
JPIA). While serving, the Board elected him
to the Governing Committee and to serve
two years as its Vice President. Following
his two-year term, the Board elected him
President in 2005 for a three-year term.

Active in local affairs, Director Bannister
served on the boards of the Boys and Girls
Club and YMCA, as Charter President of the
Huntington Beach Sunrise Rotary Club and
as an advisor to the Huntington Beach
Search and Rescue Post 536.

Director Bannister was born in Houston,
Texas in 1936. He and his wife Elizabeth
(Betty) Ann Rogers Bannister were married
at Fort Sill in Oklahoma in 1959 where he
was stationed and recently celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. Director Ban-
nister and his wife Betty have lived in Hun-
tington Beach since 1969. Together, the Ban-
nisters welcomed three children Catherine
(Cathy) Ann, Alice (Lisa) Elizabeth and
Douglas (Doug) Mastin.

In addition to devoting much of his time to
serving the communities of Orange County,
Director Bannister founded Bannister and
Associates Insurance Agency in 1974, from
which he retired in 2003. The family business
continues to flourish under the leadership of
his two surviving children Alice (Lisa) Eliza-
beth Bannister and Douglas (Doug) Mastin
Bannister. Director Bannister is also sur-
vived by two grandchildren Kaitlyn Michelle
and Brent Douglas.

———

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF
BIBLICA

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and commend Biblica for
the contributions they have made to our coun-
try and join with them in the celebration of
their 200th anniversary.

On December 4, 1809, a small group of
concerned citizens met in lower Manhattan to
discuss how to make the Bible available to the
residents of the city and formed the New York
Bible Society, beginning an organization that
has been woven into the fabric of United
States culture for 200 years.

The New York Bible Society provided Scrip-
ture for members of the United States Armed
Forces in each conflict, foreign and domestic,
since the War of 1812, and in partnership with
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the United States military chaplaincy, distrib-
uted more than 1,000,000 Bibles to members
of the Armed Forces looking for courage, guid-
ance, and comfort.

When the gates of Ellis Island opened in
1890, the New York Bible Society greeted new
immigrants with a copy of Scripture in their na-
tive language, and over the 60 years that fol-
lowed, provided an average of 160,000 copies
of Scripture each year to immigrants.

In 1962, John Glenn lifted off into space
with a Bible he received from the New York
Bible Society. In 1968, the New York Bible So-
ciety sponsored the Committee on Bible
Translation, a group responsible for creating
the New International Version, which is now
the most widely distributed, contemporary
English version in the world, with more than
300,000,000 copies in circulation.

The New York Bible Society moved to Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado in 1988 and became
the International Bible Society.

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the
International Bible Society distributed more
than 800,000 copies of Scripture to those
seeking hope and comfort during one of the
darkest moments in United States history. The
International Bible Society also provided Scrip-
ture to disaster survivors worldwide, including
victims of Hurricane Katrina and the 2004 In-
dian Ocean tsunami.

The International Bible Society merged with
Living Bibles International and Send the Light
and today operates as Biblica.

Biblica is one of the largest distributors of
Bibles and biblical resources in the world, op-
erates in 54 countries, and has translated the
Bible into more than 100 languages. Biblica is
the leading provider of Bible translations on
the Internet, providing the Bible in 29 lan-
guages to more than 100,000,000 Internet
users annually.

It is an honor to recognize Biblica as an in-
tegral part of our nation’s history and | com-
mend them for the contributions they have
made to the United States and around the
world.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY
MADELEINE SEGAL HALL

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Mary Madeleine
Segal Hall, a remarkable woman and personal
friend who passed away on October 6, 2009
at the age of 85.

Mary was born on July 18, 1924 in Jeffer-
son, Texas to Margaret Manning and Maurice
Segal. She graduated from Jefferson High
School in 1940 and went on to attend the Col-
lege of Marshall, now East Texas Baptist Uni-
versity, where she met her future husband of
48 years, the late Sam B. Hall, Jr., a former
member of the U.S. House of Representatives
and my good friend.

Throughout her 85 years, Mary was a dedi-
cated member of the community. Her civic
commitment was evidenced by the many com-
munity organizations in which she was in-
volved. She was a charter member of Marshall
Symphony League, served on the Boards of
Marshall Symphony Society and the Starr
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Home, active in Belle Maison, Club 25 and on
the advisory board of Historical Commission
Advisory Council. During her husband’s Con-
gressional years, she was active in the Con-
gressional Wives Club, Texas Breakfast Club,
and Texas State Society. She loved her life in
Washington where she would give tours of the
White House on a regular basis. In 1977, she
and her husband were named the first recipi-
ents of the J. Wesley Smith Award given an-
nually by East Texas Baptist University for
outstanding achievements.

Mary was a devoted Christian and served
as a member of Eastern Hills Church of Christ
in Marshall. She is survived by three daugh-
ters and sons-in-law, Becky and W.F. Palmer,
Amanda and Tom Wynn, and Sandra and Don
Bodenhamer; five grandchildren, and five
great-grandchildren. She was a very loving,
wonderful mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother; she was someone you wanted
to emulate. Mary was a wonderful wife to her
husband and wherever he was, she loved
being there.

Madam Speaker, it gives me great pleasure
to honor the life, accomplishments, and mem-
ory of Mrs. Mary Madeleine Segal Hall. Her
contributions will be greatly missed but her
kindness and service will not be forgotten.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3288,
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT. 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 10, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
day to let the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD reflect
a clerical error in the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act for Fiscal Year 2010.

In July of this year, shortly after the Com-
mittee on Appropriations made available the
appropriations requests included in its Trans-
portation and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, it came to my atten-
tion my name was incorrectly placed as a joint
sponsor of a project request which provides
$10,312 for the Southeast Corridor Light Rail
in Denver, Colorado. While | am supportive of
this project and the broader FasTracks mass
transit plan of Colorado’s Regional Transpor-
tation District, RTD, | did not request funding
for this project. Upon discovery, my staff in-
formed the Committee on Appropriations of
this error and asked that it be corrected.

On December 10, the House passed the
Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal
Year 2011. In that conference report, my
name was again mistakenly attached to this
project by committee staff during the filing
process. Because both chambers have
passed this conference report, there is no
method short of a Presidential veto for me to
correct this error. Therefore, | would like to let
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD reflect this mis-
take and my lack of involvement in this
project.

To be clear, no official from RTD or any
other organization asked me or my staff to re-
quest funding for this project. Nor did | submit
any material to the Appropriations Committee
requesting funding for this project. As such, |
did not post information on the process on my
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official website. However, for the sake of
transparency and public accountability, | have
certified in writing that | have no financial inter-
est in this project.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED
STATES WAR BONDS ACT OF 2009

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce before the House of Rep-
resentatives, the War Bonds Act of 2009. War
bonds are a cost-effective way to reduce our
dependence on foreign creditors and create
an outlet for Americans to express their patri-
otism and support for our servicemembers as
well as the security mission for which they are
deployed.

To be sure, thousands of Americans have
made tremendous sacrifices over the course
of this war. Members of the military, their fami-
lies, and their friends have gone above and
beyond the call of duty, and we must never
take their service for granted. Many of us have
begun shopping for our friends and families
this holiday season, while a relatively small
group of families are preparing to send their
loved ones off to battle.

We have an opportunity to bridge that dis-
connection. We have an opportunity to open
our wallets and provide gifts, big or small, to
our troops. These funds will go toward more
than war machinery, but to clothing, feeding,
securing, and providing medical services for
our service men and women abroad. It will
allow them the means to make quick work of
their mission and to return home safely to their
families. The War Bonds Act of 2009 will allow
Americans to show their support for the troops
even if they are wary about the war itself.

We also need to responsibly finance the in-
crease in troop levels rather than continuing
deficit spending for the mission. Each soldier,
sailor, airman, and marine that we send
abroad costs $1 million per deployment. A
34,000 person troop increase could raise our
Afghanistan tab by some $40 billion per year,
affecting our ability to invest domestically and
to rebuild our military from the wear of the Iraq
war. In past wars, Congress has raised taxes
to fund most of our fighting, but since 9/11 the
war bills have been piling up. Our engage-
ments in the Middle East have been financed
primarily by debt, money borrowed from for-
eign countries. In fact, nearly $3.5 trillion—46
percent of U.S. debt—is held by foreign inves-
tors.

War bonds allow us to borrow from our-
selves, rather than other countries. United
States savings bonds are considered some of
the safest investments in the world. They are
available in predetermined denominations and
mature over a period of time while accruing in-
terest. After a number of years, the owner of
the bond can collect the face value cost of the
bond plus interest. All U.S. savings bonds are
backed by the full faith and credit of the
United States Government.

The legislation | am introducing today will
allow American citizens to do our part without
being required to do so through taxation. The
legislation will authorize the Treasury to issue
and market war bonds to the American people
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to help finance the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq.

Iqbelieve that we need shared sacrifice and
fiscal discipline in financing the war effort.
Where we have sacrificed our future with bil-
lions of dollars of deficit spending on the war,
we can begin bringing down that deficit with
much smaller individual sacrifices now.

The U.S. War Bonds Act of 2009 finds a
precedent in World War Il savings bonds.
From May 1, 1941, through December 1945,
the War Finance Division and its predecessors
were responsible for the sale of nearly $186
billion worth of government securities. Of this,
more than $54 billion was in the form of war
savings bonds.

| believe that the same patriotism is alive
and well today, and that as a Nation and a
people we have not lost the will to make col-
lective sacrifices for the greater good. The
men and women in the U.S. military are fight-
ing year-round in faraway places, with their
sacrifices and those of their families beyond
comprehension. | believe that in that same
spirit, Americans will be able to use war bonds
to offer a token of respect, admiration, and
support for those in uniform who show the
same for us every day of their lives.

———

A BILL TO DIRECT THE PRESI-
DENT TO TRANSMIT TO CON-
GRESS A REPORT ON ANTI-
AMERICAN INCITEMENT TO VIO-
LENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, H.R. 2278
condemns the use by groups designated as
Foreign Terrorist Organizations in the Middle
East of television programs to incite anti-
American violence.

| do not condone the use of television pro-
gramming to promote anti-American sentiment
in the Middle East; | strongly object to it. Simi-
larly, | strongly condemn ongoing policies that
seek to punish civilian populations in an effort
to undermine political leadership in their re-
spective countries. However, if we want to
stop anti-American incitement in the Middle
East, we must end our military occupation of
Iraq and Afghanistan, we must put an end to
the drone attacks in Pakistan and we must
end the blockade of Gaza.

Our continued occupation fuels the insur-
gency in Iraq and the Taliban in Afghanistan.
Just this week, over 100 people have been
killed and almost 200 wounded in a series of
bombings in Baghdad, resulting in one of the
deadliest attacks in Iraq this year. President
Obama accepted his Nobel Peace Prize as
over 16,000 American troops were readying
for deployment as part of our military esca-
lation in Afghanistan.

More unmanned drone attacks in Pakistan
have been authorized by President Obama
during his first three months in office than
President Bush ordered during his entire presi-
dency. Predator drones have killed hundreds
of innocent civilians and have spurred signifi-
cant anti-American sentiment. The recent rev-
elations that the C.l.A. is running the predator
drone program show that we are deploying an
extraordinary use of lethal force in a country
we are not at war with.
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On the eve of the one-year anniversary of
Operation Cast Lead, the people of Gaza con-
tinue to suffer immeasurably under the U.S.
imposed blockade, living in tents next to the
remains of their homes. Not one house has
been rebuilt and not one pane of glass has
been allowed in. Ninety-five percent of the
drinking water is unfit for human consumption
as the man-made humanitarian crisis con-
tinues. The United States and our closest ally,
Israel, have a responsibility to uphold inter-
national humanitarian and international human
rights law, both of which are violated by this
blockade.

A resolution condemning television program-
ming by designated Foreign Terrorist Organi-
zations does not make our condemnation of
terrorist acts more clear. Furthermore, this res-
olution does nothing to bring the United States
and our friends in the Middle East closer to
peace and stability. Anti-American sentiment
in the Middle East can only be solved through
diplomatic means and through the consistent
application of peaceful solutions that ensure
the security and basic human rights of all peo-

ple.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES
ROBERT PAXTON

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of James Robert
Paxton, a veteran, civic servant, and personal
friend who passed away August 2, 2009 at the
age of 86.

“Jim Bob,” as he was known to his friends
and family, was born September 15, 1923.
The youngest child of Eugene Stratton Paxton
and Ella Clark Paxton, “Jim Bob” grew up in
Elkhart, Texas before attending Baylor Univer-
sity. Deciding to put his education on hold,
“Jim Bob” enlisted in the United States Navy
as an officer where he taught airplane recogni-
tion in World War Il. His service in the U.S.
Navy took him many places, including his ar-
rival on the Japanese island of Nagasaki to
help liberate American and Allied prisoners the
day after the atom bomb was dropped.

After World War 1, “Jim Bob” returned to
Baylor University to complete his under-
graduate degree before attending law school
at Southern Methodist University in Dallas,
Texas. Mr. Paxton then served two terms in
the Texas Legislature, where he met and fell
in love with his wife, Doris, whom he married
in 1954. The couple moved to Palestine where
they lived and raised their family, and where
Mr. Paxton practiced law for more than fifty
years. Among his many outstanding achieve-
ments, “Jim Bob” was appointed by Governor
Dolph Brisco to serve on the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission.

As evident through his military and civic
service, Mr. Paxton was not only a leader in
his home as a loving husband and father, but
a leader in his community and country. He
was known as a man of faith, who lived his life
in devotion to God, and he will be missed by
those who knew him.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Doris
Lee Hall Paxton, their five daughters, and nu-
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merous grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and
friends. Madam Speaker, | ask those here
today to join me in remembrance of this great
American, James Robert Paxton.

———

HONORING U.S. MARINE CORPS
VETERAN JOHN D. DAY

HON. ERIC J.J. MASSA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. MASSA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to laud the lifelong achievements, patriotism
and honorable milita service to our country by
U.S. Marine Corps veteran John D. Day of
Hornell, New York. It is a distinct honor to
submit his name before the United States
House of Representatives for his numerous
contributions to the 29th Congressional District
and a grateful Nation.

A graduate of Hornell High School, John
went on to study Criminal Justice at Finger
Lakes Community College and Corning Com-
munity College where he balanced his aca-
demic studies with his participation on the col-
legiate baseball teams. After completing his
studies, John heeded the call of duty and en-
listed with the U.S. Marine Corps where he
served until his honorable discharge in 2000,
after 4 years of service.

John then embarked on a career path of
public service as a member of various, local
police departments where he achieved the
rank of Sergeant while simultaneously working
towards the completion of his associates de-
gree.

As a training officer, John was credited with
designing and implementing numerous pro-
grams to better train officers and to improve
job performance. Tragically, while en route to
work at the Bath VA Police Department on
October 27, 2008, John was killed when his
vehicle was hit by a drunk driver.

Since the accident, John was posthumously
promoted to Lieutenant and was honored in
April as the United States Department of Vet-
eran Affairs Police Officer of the Year at the
Annual Law Enforcement Banquet. John was
also cited by the VA National Central Office
for his perfect record maintaining and com-
pleting all training records. In addition, the last
two classes at the Federal Police Officer
Academy at Little Rock, Arkansas, dedicated
their graduation and hard work to the way
John performed his duties at work and the
professionalism he demonstrated.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, it is my honor to recognize
Officer John D. Day’s contributions to his
country and community.

————

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF
KAREN WILKINSON

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, the Judici-
ary Committee’s Crime, Terrorism, and Home-
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land Security Subcommittee Chairman ROB-
ERT C. “BoBBY” ScOTT and | would like to take
this opportunity to thank Karen Wilkinson for
her work with the Committee for the past 2
years.

Karen came to us as a detailee from the
Administrative Office of the United States
Courts. At the end of December, Karen will re-
turn to Phoenix, Arizona to continue her work
as an Assistant Federal Public Defender rep-
resenting indigent clients in federal criminal
cases, where she worked for eight years be-
fore coming to the Committee. Prior to that,
she clerked for the U.S. District Court for Ari-
zona and then joined the law firm of Brown &
Bain. Karen graduated magna cum laude from
Arizona State University Law School, received
a Masters in Business Administration from
NOVA University and her Bachelor of Science
degree from the University of Michigan.

Karen’s accomplishments during her tenure
with the Committee include a number of bills
that are very important to improving our coun-
try’s criminal justice system. During the 111th
Congress, she was responsible for guiding
several legislative measures to approval on
the floor of the House of Representatives, in-
cluding: H.R. 448, the Elder Abuse Victims Act
of 2009; H.R. 632, the National Silver Alert Act
2009; H.R. 748, CAMPUS Safety Act of 2009;
H.R. 908, the Missing Alzheimer's Disease
Patient Alert Program Reauthorization Act of
2009; H.R. 1333, which amends chapter 40 of
titte 18 of the United States Code to exempt
the transportation, shipment, receipt, or impor-
tation of explosive materials for delivery to a
federally recognized Indian tribes; H.R. 1727,
the Managing Arson Through Criminal History,
MATCH, Act; H.R. 1933, a Child is Missing
Alert and Recovery Center Act; S. 1289, the
Foreign Evidence Request Efficiency Act of
2009, and H.R. 2661, the Court Security En-
hancement Act of 2009.

In addition, she is shepherding several very
important bills pending before the Judiciary
Committee, such as: H.R. 503, the Prevention
of Equine Cruelty Act of 2009; H.R. 3327, the
Ramos-Compean Justice Act of 2009; H.R.
2289, the Juvenile Justice Accountability and
Improvement Act of 2009; H.R. 2095, the Res-
titution for the Exonerated Act; H.R. 1149, the
Child Protection Reauthorization Act of 2009
and H.R. 1422, the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Reauthorization Act of 2009.
Karen is also developing the Literacy Edu-
cation and Rehabilitation Act, LERA, and the
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act,
legislation that would require a criminal de-
fense representative to be appointed to the
United States Sentencing Commission, as well
as bills that would correct the firearm recidivist
sentencing guidelines and the computation of
good time credit in federal prison system.

We would like to thank the Administrative
Office of Courts and the Federal Public De-
fender's Office of Phoenix for their generosity
in allowing such a dedicated, responsible, and
committed person to become such an integral
part of our team. We are deeply grateful to
Karen for her service, professionalism, and
friendship during the past 2 years. She pos-
sesses that rare balance of humility, warmth,
wit, and passion without a trace of ego, and
she will be sorely missed. We wish her the
best of luck and give her our thanks.



E3024

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JACK GAINES THAXTON

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the life of Jack Gaines
Thaxton who passed away August 7, 2009 at
the age of 90. A lifelong Texan, Mr. Thaxton
was born April 23, 1919 in Kaufman, Texas to
Estelle Gaines Thaxton and John W. Thaxton.
He spent his childhood and adolescent years
in Rockwall, Texas, graduating from high
school in 1937. Even in his early years, he
demonstrated character qualities which would
be associated with his name throughout his
life. He dedicated himself to many activities in
school including football, which he excelled in,
baseball, and tennis, also taking pride in his
perfect attendance record.

Upon graduating, Mr. Thaxton worked for
three years as assistant manager for the
Boyer Drug Company in Rockwall before vol-
unteering for service in the Texas National
Guard, later serving with the 112th Calvary.
During World War Il, he campaigned in the
Pacific Theater and in the liberation of the
Southern Philippines and Luzon. After con-
tracting malaria and hepatitis, Mr. Thaxton
spent several months recovering in an Army
hospital before being released in 1945. Mr.
Thaxton received several decorations, includ-
ing five bronze stars for meritorious service—
valor.

After he returned to Texas, Mr. Thaxton en-
rolled at the University of Texas in Austin,
Texas, where he earned a Bachelor Degree in
Business Administration in 1949. Shortly after
graduating, he married Marguerite Ruth Davis
and the couple moved to Corpus Christi where
he worked for H.E.B Grocery Company for
thirty years. Marguerite passed away after
twenty-two years of marriage, and Mr. Thaxton
later remarried to Marjorie N. Thaxton.

Mr. Thaxton decided to combine his passion
for sports and education when he established
a golf scholarship at his alma mater, Rockwall
High School, the proceeds of which help stu-
dents further their academic goals.

He was a faithful member of the First United
Methodist Church, a Mason, and later a mem-
ber of the Al Amin Shrine Temple. He is sur-
vived by his son, James Eric Thaxton and his
wife Carol Arnold Thaxton, along with three
grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask those present today
to join me in honoring the life of this American
veteran and dedicated American citizen, Mr.
Jack Gaines Thaxton.

———

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM POPE
“BILLY” LANGDALE, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of William
Pope “Billy” Langdale, Sr., a man | was proud
to call my friend and constituent. An accom-
plished public servant who was devoted to his
community, state, country, his family, and
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friends, Billy passed away on December 12,
2009, at the age of 88.

Billy lived his entire life in Valdosta in
Lowndes County, Georgia. He graduated from
Valdosta High School in 1938 where he was
a proud member of the Valdosta Wildcat foot-
ball team. He went on to attend the University
of Georgia, where he played football for the
Bulldogs before enlisting in the United States
Marine Corps in 1942. He served in the Ma-
rines for 10 years and was awarded a Bronze
Star before retiring at the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.

His public career began in 1960, when he
was elected as chairman to the Lowndes
County Board of Commissioners, where he
served for 16 years. He then served as Chair-
man of the Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation board for 2 years before becoming the
Second Congressional District representative
on the DOT board, a post he held for more
than 25 years. He was instrumental in numer-
ous local transportation projects, from highway
improvements to the six-laning of Interstate

Billy fittingly received many accolades for
his public service, including being named as
one of Georgia Trend magazine’s “100 Most
Influential Georgians” as well as South Geor-
gia Business magazine’s list of the “Most In-
fluential South Georgians.” A highway in my
district is named the “Billy Langdale Highway”
in his honor. Upon his retirement in 2008, both
the Georgia State Senate and the Georgia
House of Representatives passed resolutions
thanking Billy for his many years of service to
the state.

Madam Speaker, the State of Georgia, es-
pecially the Second Congressional District,
and our Nation have been truly blessed to
have benefited from the tremendous leader-
ship of Billy Langdale. He will be remembered
for the compassion he spread continuously
throughout his life, his great humor, his never
ending modesty, his intense desire to help
others, and his unwavering love for his family.

A TRIBUTE TO BOB HEFT
HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to and remember the life of an out-
standing individual, Mr. Robert G. Heft of
Saginaw, MI, who | am sad to report passed
away this week.

Mr. Heft, who liked to be called simply
“Bob,” was a man whose innovation and patri-
otism created a legacy that reaches even into
outer space.

Bob was the man behind a true representa-
tion of patriotism, the symbol of our Nation
that flies proudly today above this very build-
ing, across the country, around the world, and
yes, is even on the moon.

Using his mother's sewing machine and a
hot iron, Bob created the first fifty-star flag as
an assignment for school. His teacher origi-
nally gave him a B minus, so they made a
deal: if Bob’s design was accepted by Con-
gress, he would change the grade to an A.

So Bob sent his prototype to his Governor
and Congressman.

Then, one morning in 1958, Bob received a
very special phone call. On the other end of
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the line was President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
personally calling the high schooler to tell him
that Bob’s version of the American Flag was
picked by the President to replace the 48-star
flag as the official design for our recently-ex-
panded Nation. Bob’s flag was chosen from
more than 190,000 entries submitted.

Bob was there with the President on July 4,
1960, when the flag was flown for the first
time. What began as a history project later be-
came the longest-serving flag in American His-
tory, an American icon, and the true face of
freedom. Bob’s work is an inspiration to our
students that each morning recite the pledge
of allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America.

And yes, it was his flag that just a few years
later was launched and planted on the Moon,
a perpetual reminder that our citizens’ innova-
tive talents know no bounds.

Bob’s service to our Nation did not end
there though. He was a longtime Professor at
Northwest State Community College in
Archbold, Ohio. After his retirement, Bob
served as mayor of Napoleon, Ohio for 14
years, becoming the longest serving mayor in
the town’s history. During this time, Bob also
became a popular motivational speaker, going
to schools and veterans’ groups all over the
country to tell his unique stories. The many
that met him said that Bob emanated a true
warmth and love for his country.

| wish to extend my sincere thanks to Bob
Heft, a true patriot throughout his life. | also
wish to extend my deepest condolences to his
family and friends. Though most citizens may
have never met him, all have been touched by
the symbol of American freedom that he cre-
ated, and has become part of the integral fab-
ric of this country.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3288,

CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010
SPEECH OF
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 10, 2009

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H.R. 3288, the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2010. This bill provides the necessary
funding to sustain our agencies covered by six
regular appropriations bills and incorporates
many key projects that directly benefit our
communities nationwide.

| am very supportive of providing resources
to ensure that quality programs and projects
continue to receive assistance to improve in-
frastructure, expand education programs, re-
tain jobs, and provide adequate equipment
and service to our military personnel and vet-
erans. | would like to thank my colleagues for
their leadership on this bill and their support of
projects in South Texas.

| am happy to note that within this agree-
ment | was able to secure funding for several
projects benefiting my district. Through these
appropriations, new jobs and innovative devel-
opments will continue to advance our commu-
nity as well as contribute to the future of our
country. Some of these projects include:
$500,000 for facilities and equipment at the
University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College, $250,000 for the Texas
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A&M Corpus Christi Adjudicated Youth Pro-
gram, $150,000 for Global Marketing and Lo-
gistics Certification Program at the University
of Texas at Brownsville, $300,000 for street
improvements at the Robstown Inland Port,
$500,000 for the Corpus Christi and Robstown
Regional Intermodal Transit Facility, $700,000
for Shrimp Industry Fishing Effort Research
Continuation in the Gulf of Mexico and
throughout the country, $19,764,000 for Cor-
pus Christi Naval Air Station Operational Fa-
cilities to support T-6 planes, $4,470,000 for
the Solar Panel Array at Kingsville Naval Air
Station, $10,200,000 for the Robstown Tac-
tical Equipment Maintenance Facility, and
$200,000 for the Brownsville and Corpus
Christi Independent School Districts’ joint
South Texas Library Literacy Project.

| want to make clear that my vote for this bill
reflects solely my support for the aforemen-
tioned priorities. | have consistently voted
against using federal funds to support abortion
services and am pleased that this bill upholds
those limitations so that my constituents’ tax
dollars are not used in a way inconsistent with
their moral beliefs.

My vote in favor of H.R. 3288 reflects my
commitment to fund this nation’s economic pri-
orities and help our South Texas communities,
educational facilities, and small businesses in
the midst of a deep recession.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, as a leader on
earmark reform, | am committed to protecting
taxpayers’ money and providing greater trans-
parency and a fully accountable process. H.R.
3326, Department of Defense and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010 contains
the following funding:

Requesting Member: Rep. ZAcH WAMP

Account: Research, Development, Test And
Evaluation, Army—Medical Technology

Legal Name Requesting Entity: Department
of Orthopedic Surgery, University of Ten-
nessee College of Medicine Chattanooga

Address: 975 East Third Street
tanooga, TN 37403

Description of Request: The University of
Tennessee College of Medicine Chattanooga
requested funding for its work with artificial
bone implants and grafts for American sol-
diers, airmen, sailors and marines who have
lost limbs in combat. This research will greatly
enhance the lives of injured service members
giving them more independence and allow
them to live more productive and fulfilling
lives. The University of Tennessee College of
Medicine Chattanooga receives $1,000,000 for
this project.

Distribution of funding:

Yearly Staffing—37%

Consultative Services—9%

Scientific Material—54%

Requesting Member: Rep. ZACH WAMP

Account: Other Procurement, Army—Train-
ing Devices, Nonsystem

Legal Name Requesting Entity: Tennessee
Army National Guard

Address: Houston Barracks,
Drive Nashville, TN 37204

Chat-
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Description of Request: The Tennessee
Army National Guard requested funding to
purchase and maintain Combined Arms Virtual
Trainers to better prepare service members for
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan. This
equipment replicates virtual battlefields and al-
lows Army National Guard soldiers to train as
they will fight. Allowing Combined Arms Train-
ing within a virtual environment will save lives
on the real battlefield. The Tennessee Army
National Guard receives $5,000,000 for this
equipment.

Distribution of funding: Equipment, Software,
& Maintenance—100%

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDWARD
ALLEN POPE

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and accomplishments
of Edward Allen Pope of Amarillo and life-long
resident of Dallas, who died at the age of 85
on October 29, 2009.

Ed was born October 31, 1923 to Gertrude
Milam and Edward G. Pope. After graduating
from Crozier Tech High School in 1942, he
joined the U.S. Navy and earned the rank of
Lieutenant Commander. He served during
World War Il and the Korean Conflict as a
naval aviator. He received The China Service
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal
and the Naval Reserve Medal. After Naval re-
tirement, he became an electrician for Ling,
Oliver and O’Dwyer, working there until his re-
tirement in 1989.

In December 1947, he married Virginia
Shelly, and they would have celebrated 62
years together this year as man and wife. He
was a great “in-law”, loving Virginia’s family
as his own. Ed was a family man—a great fa-
ther of strong faith and conviction. He was a
faithful member of Christ Church in Dallas,
serving on their Vestry as Junior Warden for
35 years. He loved unconditionally and he
loved a good time. His rule in life was “the
more the merrier” and he was the leader and
planner for hunting, skiing and boating excur-
sions and many family outings. He was an in-
quisitive, generous, tender-hearted, gentle
man loved by all who knew him.

Ed is survived by his wife, Virginia; a broth-
er, Norman Pope of Austin; a daughter,
Janace Pope Ponder of Amarillo and her hus-
band, David; his daughter in-law Debby Pope;
his grandchildren, Paige Garmon, Abby Mitch-
ell, Carmen Juckett and Courtney Pope; and
great grandchildren, Michael Clouse, Peyton
Garmon, Madison Garmon, Shelby Garmon,
Kaylee Mitchell and Jacob Juckett; as well as
nieces, nephews and many close friends and
other family members. He was preceded in
death by his parents and his son, Joseph
Pope. Madam Speaker, | ask those present
today to join me in honoring the life of this
great American, Edward Allen Pope.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE
RESOLUTION OF INQUIRY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a Resolution of Inquiry directing the
Attorney General to transmit to the House all
information relating to the decision to dismiss
an important voter intimidation case, United
States v. New Black Panther Party. The case
sought to enforce Voting Rights Act statutes
against members of the New Black Panther
Party that threatened Philadelphia voters—
both verbally and physically—last year.

This case was inexplicably dismissed earlier
this year—over the ardent objections of the
career attorneys overseeing the case as well
as the department’s own appeal office.

| regret that Congress must resort to over-
sight resolutions as a means to receive infor-
mation about the dismissal of this case, but
the Congress and the American people have
a right to know why this case was not pros-
ecuted.

As ranking Republican member of the
House Commerce-Justice-Science Appropria-
tions Subcommittee that funds the Justice De-
partment, | take oversight of the department
very seriously.

| also strongly support voting rights protec-
tions. In 1981, | was the only member—Re-
publican or Democrat—of the Virginia delega-
tion in the House to vote for the Voting Rights
Act and was harshly criticized by the editorial
page of the Richmond Times-Dispatch, and
when | supported its reauthorization in 20086, |
was criticized again by editorial pages.

Time and again over the last year, the de-
partment has stonewalled any effort to learn
about the decision to dismiss this case.

| have written Attorney General Holder on
six occasions asking for an explanation for the
dismissal of this case. To date, | have re-
ceived no response from him.

| wrote the DOJ Inspector General to re-
quest a review of this decision. He deferred to
the Office of Professional Responsibility—
which reports directly to the Attorney General.

| have written the Office of Professional Re-
sponsibility seeking information on its inves-
tigation. The Office has refused to share any
information.

In fact, the only response | have received—
from a legislative affairs staffer—was woefully
incomplete and—in places—inaccurate.

Two months ago, | met with House Judiciary
Chairman CONYERS to ask for his assistance
in obtaining this information, but he has yet to
take any action. This is a shameful failure to
provide necessary congressional oversight.

It is not only Congress that is being
stonewalled by the Attorney General. The U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights has repeatedly
sought this same information, in fulfillment of
its statutory responsibility to ensure the en-
forcement of civil rights law.

After being similarly rebuffed, the commis-
sion filed subpoenas with the department for
this information as well as to interview the ca-
reer attorneys that handled the case.

However, we understand that the Attorney
General has instructed his department to ig-
nore these subpoenas. The nation’s chief law
enforcement officer is forcing these career at-
torneys to choose between complying with the
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law and complying with the Attorney General’s
obstruction.

At least one of the attorneys has been com-
pelled to obtain private counsel.

| urge the House Judiciary Committee to re-
port this resolution out favorably and to de-
mand that the Attorney General answer the
questions surrounding this case.

The career attorneys and Appellate Division
within the department sought to demonstrate
the Federal Government’'s commitment to pro-
tecting voting rights by vigorously prosecuting
any individual or group that seeks to under-
mine this right.

This House must not turn a blind eye to the
Attorney General’s obstruction. He has an ob-
ligation to answer the legitimate questions of
the House and the Civil Rights Commission.

It is imperative that we protect the right of
all Americans to vote—the sacrosanct and in-
alienable right of any democracy.

| submit for the record a copy of the resolu-
tion that | am introducing.

RESOLUTION
Directing the Attorney General to transmit
to the House of Representatives all infor-
mation in the Attorney General’s posses-
sion relating to the decision to dismiss

United States v. New Black Panther Party.

Resolved, That the Attorney General is di-
rected to transmit to the House of Rep-
resentatives, not later than 14 days after the
date of adoption of this resolution, copies of
any document, memo, or correspondence of
the Department of Justice with regard to
United States v. New Black Panther Party, or
any portion of any such document, memo, or
correspondence that refers or relates to—

(1) any department communications with
regard to the case between November 5, 2008
and November 15, 2009;

(2) any communication with the defendants
or the defendants’ attorneys between Novem-
ber 5, 2008 and November 15, 2009;

(3) any communication with third-party
organizations or individuals between Novem-
ber 5, 2008 and November 15, 2009; or

(4) any evidence with regard to the dis-
missal of the case.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDDIE M.
BROOKS

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the life of Mr. Eddie Brooks,
a loving husband and father, veteran of the
Korean War, and an American hero, who
passed away August 18, 2009 at the age of
90.

Hailing from Hope, Arkansas, Mr. Brooks
committed twenty years of his life in service to
the United States Army, serving with the Army
Medical Service, Medical Detachment, and
555th Field Artillery Battalion in the Korean
War. Mr. Brooks was sent into combat in
Korea with no training, but rose to the occa-
sion, demonstrating bravery in how he han-
dled himself and defended his comrades.

Early on in his deployment, his unit was
trapped in a river bed where they were ex-
posed to extensive shooting and grenades.
Mr. Brooks was injured when one grenade got
under his feet, seriously wounding one leg.
Corporal Eddie M. Brooks refused evacuation,
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continuing to treat other wounded soldiers and
assisting in their removal from the area. The
United States Army Headquarters 25th Infan-
try Division stated, “When the unit began dis-
placement because of increased hostile ac-
tion, he drove a 2% ton truck loaded with crit-
ical supplies to safety. Corporal Brooks’ gal-
lant and selfless devotion to duty reflects the
greatest credit upon himself and the Army
Medical Service.” When asked about his re-
ceived honors, Mr. Brooks always expressed
his feeling that he was undeserving but appre-
ciative, believing that others had sacrificed
more than him.

For his military service, Mr. Brooks was
awarded the Purple Heart, Silver Star, Ger-
many Occupation Medal, United Nations
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, National De-
fense Medal, and the Korean Service Medal.

At home, Mr. Brooks was the devoted hus-
band to his wife of 58 years, Joyce, and the
father of four daughters, Brenda, who passed
away in 2005 due to iliness, Debra, Charlotte,
and Angela. Held in high esteem by all who
knew him, he left behind a legacy of honor,
service, and love. Madam Speaker, | ask
those here today to join me in paying tribute
to this great American hero, Mr. Eddie M.
Brooks.

————

HONORING FRANK “PONCHO”
ROBERTS

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Frank “Poncho” Roberts,
a dedicated husband, father, and community
servant on the occasion of his graduation from
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville,
Texas. Mr. Roberts graduates with a bachelor
of fine arts degree in theatre.

Poncho Roberts was born to Frank and
Daisy Roberts on February 19, 1932, in Mad-
isonville, Texas. He spent part of his childhood
in Huntsville, but later moved to Houston and
graduated from Austin High School in 1949.
After graduation, he worked for the South-
western Bell Telephone Company. He spent
most of his career working for the company at
NASA as a craftsman and supervisor. Poncho
fondly recounts his days working as a con-
tractor for the space agency having seen
some of its earliest missions from Gemini to
Apollo.

Upon retirement in 1986, Poncho and his
wife, Sugar, moved back to Huntsville to be
close to their children. With a heart for serving
others and a joyful, outgoing personality, Pon-
cho was called on to help with various com-
munity service projects. He was the driving
force behind the effort to build the Huntsville
Aquatic Center, which has given the youth of
Huntsville a place to swim and has allowed for
the development of the Huntsville Lakers
Swim Team.

Poncho has volunteered many hours of his
time to work with the Huntsville-Walker County
Chamber of Commerce working at the Sam
Houston Statue and Visitors Center. He is a
member of the Huntsville Rotary Club and
leads the “I Like Me!” program that distributes
books to children to promote literary and char-
acter building. Poncho is also a deacon at
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University Heights Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville.

Poncho is well known for the penchant he
has for the fine arts, especially theatre, and he
has been a part of many plays performed by
the Huntsville Community Theatre.

Of all his accomplishments, Poncho is most
proud of being a loving husband and father.
Poncho and Sugar have been married for 58
years. They have raised two children, a son,
Frank Jr., and a daughter, Debbie. They have
eight grandchildren and two great-grand-
children with another on the way.

Madam Speaker, Poncho Roberts has dedi-
cated his life to being a family man and to
serving his community. He is proof that edu-
cation is a lifelong endeavor. It is such an
honor to represent good people like Poncho in
the U.S. House of Representatives. | urge you
to join me in congratulating him on his gradua-
tion. That's Togetherness, One More Time.

RECOGNIZING A. PHILIP RAN-
DOLPH FOR HIS LIFELONG
LEADERSHIP AND WORK TO END
DISCRIMINATION

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | express my support for H. Res. 150,
introduced by my colleague Chairman
CHARLES RANGEL, which recognizes the ac-
complishments of the great civil rights leader,
A. Philip Randolph.

Mr. Randolph not only made great strides in
shaping the civil rights movement during the
turn of the 20th century, but he also impacted
the growth of the labor movement and the rise
of union labor.

A. Philip Randolph had a significant effect
on political discourse in the African-American
community during the 1930s with the founding
of The Messenger, a political and literary mag-
azine which documented several of the great-
est injustices of our history. Through this mag-
azine, Randolph advocated civil disobedience
and membership in labor unions.

Mr. Randolph championed the cause of Afri-
can-American men in labor, from sleeping car
porters to elevator operators. He organized
and founded the Brotherhood for Sleeping Car
Porters, which fought for overtime pay and
pay increases for sleeping car porters, a ma-
jority of which were African-American, at a
time when sharecropping in the South was still
widespread.

We also honor Mr. Randolph for his leader-
ship in organizing the March on Washington,
which will be remembered as one of the most
important political rallies of the twentieth cen-
tury.

A. Philip Randolph personified the idea of a
renaissance man, as a writer, actor, political
activist and union organizer. He achieved the
unachievable during a time when education
was unattainable for most African-Americans,
even most Americans.

Mr. Randolph has received numerous
awards, namely, the Congressional Medal of
Honor, one of the highest honors for civilians
in the United States of America. His contribu-
tions to our great Nation are undeniable, and
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the path that he forged will be traversed by
generations to come.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding funding benefitting the State of
Delaware included in H.R. 3326, the Fiscal
Year 2010 Defense Appropriations Act.

Name of Intended Recipient: Delaware Na-
tional Guard

Location: First Regiment Rd, Wilmington,
DE 19808

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: DRUGS

Name of Project: Delaware National Guard
Counterdrug Task Force

Project Description: The Act includes
$300,000 to provide counterdrug support to
federal, state, and local law enforcement
agencies and to Community Based Organiza-
tions requesting Drug Demand Reduction As-
sistance. Funding will provide unique military
support and resources to our police agencies
which enable the police to concentrate more
police resources to other priorities in their de-
partment. Increased funding from federal ap-
propriations will permit the Delaware National
Guard to provide support to open requests
from the FBI, Delaware State Police, and local
authorities. It will also enable the Delaware
Guard to expand its Drug Education Program.

Name of Intended Recipient: WL Gore &
Associates

Location: 555 Paper Mill Rd., Newark, DE
19711

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: OM, DW

Name of Project: Special Operations Forces
Modular Glove System

Project Description: The Act includes
$4,780,000 to accelerate the fielding of the
Modular Glove System for U.S. Special Oper-
ations Forces (SOF). This is a five piece sys-
tem that provides the war fighter the nec-
essary protection across a wide range of cli-
mactic conditions. Developed to be compatible
with the SOF’s Protective Combat Uniform de-
signed for frigid conditions, this SOF Modular
Glove System provides cold weather protec-
tion to —50 degrees as well as waterproof
protection in wet conditions. The Special Op-
erations Command has an established re-
quirement for a Modular Glove System to bet-
ter meet the real-world mission needs of its
SOF in a broad range of deployed environ-
ments. This funding would accelerate the field-
ing by about one year to ensure all U.S. SOF
forces in theater have access to this high
technology, readiness enhancing system.

Name of Intended Recipient: University of
Delaware

Location: Hullihen Hall, Newark, DE 19716

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, A

Name of Project: Composite Applied Re-
search and Technology for FCS and Tactical
Vehicle Survivability
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Project Description: The Act includes
$3,200,000 to rapidly advance the Technology
Readiness Level of existing and promising
new ultra-lightweight composite structures and
armor for combat and light, medium and
heavy tactical vehicle applications. Using
heavy materials such as steel and aluminum
will continue to result in vehicles that are too
heavy to transport and will overload vehicles—
which reduces life, increases maintenance
costs and requires more frequent vehicle re-
placement. The project is addressing the crit-
ical needs of the U.S. Army to protect our sol-
diers and provide them with the best equip-
ment to carry out their missions. Lightweight
composite vehicle structures and armor in-
crease mobility and mission payloads while in-
creasing soldier protection against direct fire,
improvised explosive devices and explosively
formed penetrators.

Name of Intended Recipient: INVISTA
Sar.l
Location: 2801 Centervile Road, Wil-

mington, DE 19808

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, A

Name of Project: Improved Thermal Resist-
ant Nylon for Enhanced Durability and Ther-
mal Protection in Combat Uniforms

Project Description: The Act includes
$3,200,000 to increase the safety and protec-
tion of U.S. soldiers with improved flame re-
sistant, durable, and lower cost materials for
the U.S. Army combat uniforms. These im-
provements will meet an urgent need due to
the threat of Improvised Explosive Devices
(IED). This project will fund and accelerate re-
search, development, testing, and evaluation
for nylon fiber development, fiber formulation,
fabric scale up and performance blend speci-
fication for U.S. Army combat uniforms.

Name of Intended Recipient: ILC Dover LP

Location: One Moonwalker Road, Frederica,
DE 19946-2080

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, DW

Name of Project: Joint Services Aircrew
Mask Don/Doff Inflight Upgrade

Project Description: The Act includes
$2,400,000 for research, development, testing,
and evaluation of a Joint Services Aircrew
Mask, which will provide above the neck
Chemical, Biological, and Anti-G protection to
DoD aircrew personnel. The mask is a hood
that goes over the wearer's head and seals at
the neck. This project will enhance our mili-
tary’s mission capability while minimizing per-
formance degradation in chemical and biologi-
cal contaminated scenarios.

Name of Intended Recipient: Piasecki Air-
craft Corporation

Location: 2nd Street West, Essington, PA
19029

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, N

Name of Project: X—49A Envelope Expan-
sion Modifications

Project Description: The Act includes
$3,600,000 to conduct flight demonstrations at
New Castle County Airport in Delaware on the
Vectored Thrust Ducted Propeller (VTDP)
Compound Helicopter technology’s potential to
increase rotorcraft speed, range, and surviv-
ability. These funds will cover the cost of de-
sign, fabrication, assembly, instrumentation
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and check out of propulsion and control sys-
tem modifications that will enable flight beyond
the current operating limits of the baseline
conventional helicopter. Many current US
combat and humanitarian operations require
rotorcraft capabilities well beyond those of ex-
isting fleet helicopters.

Name of Intended Recipient: ANP Tech-
nologies, Inc.

Location: 824 Interchange Blvd., Newark,
DE 19711

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, DW

Name of Project: NIDS Handheld Common
Identifier for Biological Agents

Project Description: The Act includes
$2,400,000 for research, development, testing,
and evaluation to develop a handheld device
for detection of a variety of biological warfare
agent related bacteria and viruses. According
to the Report of the Commission on the Pre-
vention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Pro-
liferation and Terrorism (released in December
2008), a biological attack is more likely to be
used by terrorists than any other weapons of
mass destruction in the near future. The pro-
posed handheld common identifier for biologi-
cal agents will allow war fighters to perform
rapid, on-site biological agent tests during
threat situations.

Name of Intended Recipient: University of
Delaware

Location: Hullihen Hall, University of Dela-
ware, Newark, DE 19716

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, N

Name of Project: Advanced Composite Mar-
itime Manufacturing

Project Description: The Act includes
$1,600,000 to research and develop design,
engineering and manufacturing technologies
for U.S. Navy ship structures based on ad-
vanced lightweight composite materials. The
objective of this project is to keep Navy,
SOCOM (Special Operations Command), and
Coast Guard craft at the forefront of tech-
nology, and help insure superiority of the US
military in the water over current and future
adversaries. The application of these materials
and technologies will provide ship structures
that are optimally engineered, and manufac-
tured using state-of-the-art methods to provide
the highest performance at the lowest cost.

Name of Intended Recipient: University of
Delaware

Location: Hullihen Hall, University of Dela-
ware, Newark, DE 19716

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, N

Name of Project: Millimeter Wave Imaging

Project Description: The Act includes
$1,360,000 for research, development, testing,
and evaluation to develop real-time millimeter-
wave imaging to allow U.S. soldiers to see in
harsh conditions, including dust, fog, sand,
and clouds. Millimeter wave imaging systems
are able to image through smoke, fog, marine
layer, blowing dust and sand, and fabric. The
technology development is supported by the
Office of Naval Research with the intent to de-
ploy systems on military helicopters landing in
harsh environments such as the “brownout”
conditions faced when landing in the deserts
of places such as Afghanistan and Iraq. It will
also improve situational awareness of Naval
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vessels, particularly when close to the shore
or at ports.

Name of Intended Recipient: University of
Delaware

Location: Hullihen Hall, University of Dela-
ware, Newark, DE 19716

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, A

Name of Project: Cybersecurity in Tactical
Environments

Project Description: The Act includes
$800,000 for research, development, testing
and evaluation to detect vulnerabilities and in-
trusions in the U.S. Army’s battlefield net-
works.

The U.S. Army uses mobile computer net-
works to both communicate between soldiers,
and between soldiers and their weapons sys-
tems. This concept is called network centric
warfare, and the security and availability of
this network is critical to combat operations.
The project will focus on detection of data
exfiltration in tactical networks, intrusion detec-
tion in mobile ad-hoc networks, detection of
malicious hardware and software components,
and detecting security threats in commercial
off the shelf (COTS) wireless networking
equipment.

Name of Intended Recipient: Fraunhofer
USA Center for Molecular Biotechnology

Location: 9 Innovation Way, Suite 200,
Newark, DE 19711

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: RDTE, DW

Name of Project: Army Plant Vaccine Devel-
opment Program

Project Description: The Act includes
$1,600,000 for research, development, testing,
and evaluation to deliver a combined multi-
valent one-shot vaccine to protect the U.S.
Armed Forces and civiian communities
against plague and anthrax. This quick re-
sponse ability can assist communities around
the world with mass therapeutic treatment or
for mass vaccination in the event of bioter-
rorist attack or natural disease outbreak such
as an avian influenza.

Name of Intended Recipient: Delaware Na-
tional Guard

Location: First Regiment Road, Wilmington,
DE 19805

Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL
N. CASTLE

Account: OP, A

Name of Project: Phoenix Quad-Band Sat-
ellite Receiver for the Delaware National
Guard

Project Description: The Act includes
$3,200,000 for a mobile communications ter-
minal to provide the Delaware National Guard
with improved high data rate exchanges be-
tween various satellites and ground commu-
nications systems in secure and non-secure
digital formats.

———

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF
GEORGE C. ELLIOTT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor George C. Elliott for his two
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years of dedicated service to the Committee
on the Judiciary. As a detailee from the United
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO),
George spent a year with the Committee in
2007 and was gracious enough to come back
for another year when | requested him again
in 2009. George will be returning to the
USPTO at the end of 2009, where he will re-
sume his duties as a Director.

George came to work for the Committee to
support Congress’ efforts to pass patent re-
form legislation. George’s knowledge and ex-
perience in patent law proved invaluable to
this endeavor. In the 110th Congress,
George’s tireless work in advising and crafting
policy options contributed greatly to passage
of the House of Representative’s patent re-
form legislation, H.R. 1908. His dedication to
this task continued in the 111th Congress,
where he has played an equally important role
in advancing patent reform legislation.

In addition to patent reform, George has
worked on a variety of other intellectual prop-
erty policy and legislative matters, including
patent settlements, technology transfer, gene
patents, and USPTO appropriations. George’s
expertise, work ethic, and friendly nature have
earned him the respect and admiration of his
colleagues. He has become a fixture of the
Committee’s staff and a valued member of the
Committee’s intellectual property team.

We were privileged to have this opportunity
to work with George and we wish him all the
best in his future endeavors.

————

HONORING THE CAREER OF DON
LINDSEY

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, the
Boy Scouts of America, which will celebrate its
100th Anniversary on February 8, 2010, has
contributed to our communities through their
leadership and dedication over the past 100
years, creating a better environment for our
families to live, work and play. | rise today to
pay tribute to one individual in particular, Mr.
Don Lindsey, who began his scouting career
in 1957. As an Eagle Scout, Mr. Lindsey took
over a newly formed group as a Scoutmaster,
a position he held for 31 years, and was di-
rectly involved in the making of 144 Eagle
Scouts from this troop. He has served as a
Boy Scout Chairman twice, and is directly re-
sponsible for $4.4 million in facility renovations
and new additions to Clements Scout Ranch
over the last four years, with another $6 mil-
lion slotted for use.

Along with his service to the Boy Scouts of
America over the past 52 years, Mr. Lindsey
has been involved in service to his community
and country in many other forms. He served
as mayor of Terrell, Texas for ten years,
County Fire Marshall for eight years, and re-
tired from 35 years of military service as an
Army Command Sergeant Major. In his
church, Mr. Lindsey has served as an elder,
deacon, and board member. He currently
serves as a Council Committee Member and
Summer Camp Director for Circle Ten Council.

His contributions to his community have
been recognized through the many awards
and decorations he has received, including the
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Whitney Young Award; God and Service
Award; Citizen of the Year for Terrell, Texas;
Silver Beaver; and the George Meany Award.
Mr. Lindsey is a man who lives by example
through his service to God, country, and
through his role as a Scout, which has gar-
nered him respect by all those who come in
contact with him. Madam Speaker, | ask those
present today to join me in recognizing a true
servant to our country, Mr. Don Lindsey.
——

RECOGNIZING KYLE FOSS AND
MICHAEL HAWKEN

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize two incredible young men, Kyle
Foss and Michael Hawken. Both Kyle and Mi-
chael have achieved three prestigious honors:
the Eagle Scout Award, the Venturing Silver
Medal, and the Venturing Ranger Award. Na-
tionally, less than one in ten thousand Boy
Scouts earn all three of these honors, and
they are the first young men in the history of
California’s 25th Congressional District to earn
these prestigious honors.

The hard work and dedication of Kyle and
Michael will pay dividends throughout their
lives. The Boy Scouts teach boys and young
men the value of hard work, commitment,
community service, and morality. Kyle and Mi-
chael have been shaped by this outstanding
organization and will continue to build on the
strength of the program.

Kyle and Michael have proven to be young
men of great character. They have learned
what it means to be responsible citizens and
have committed themselves to improving the
communities in which they live. In a fast-paced
and rapidly changing world, Kyle and Michael
have anchored themselves in the most con-
sistent fundamentals of America. | admire their
spirit and enthusiasm to go above and beyond
their duties in all that they do. | thank these
young men for their service to our community,
our state, our nation, and congratulate them
on their remarkable achievements.

———

WALTONVILLE COAL
GASIFICATION PLANT

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my opposition to the encroachment
of federal authority into matters of the state
and the continued appeasement of environ-
mental special interests over the well-being of
the American people.

Several weeks ago, the lllinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency permitted the con-
struction of a new coal gasification plant near
Waltonville, IL. An appeal was filed to prevent
construction with the U.S. EPA based on their
“finding that carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases represent a significant threat to
public health and welfare.”

Burdensome regulations levied on unsub-
stantiated science will destroy jobs. Coal gas-
ification, the production of coal gas to convert
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into liquid gasoline, is a real solution to rising
energy prices and it creates jobs here in the
United States.

Taking drastic precautionary steps like those
suggested by the EPA will have profound con-
sequences on workers in Southern lllinois and
all people throughout the country. Government
action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is
not without a heavy cost. It is irresponsible for
a group of unelected bureaucrats at the EPA
to make significant policy decisions that will
restrain and prevent job creation based on
unproven science. The EPA’s response to
their endangerment findings will more certainly
endanger the economic well-being of Ameri-
cans than fulfill the Obama Administration’s
promise of reducing carbon emissions or low-
ering global temperature.

——————

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MALIA CALI

HON. STEVE SCALISE

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Malia Cali, the 2009 High School
Heisman Award winner. Malia is a senior at
St. Thomas Aquinas High School in Ham-
mond, Louisiana, and is only the second win-
ner in the history of the award from the State
of Louisiana. She is a three-year All State se-
lection in track and field, cross-country and
soccer. Off the field, Malia founded “Cleats for
Kids,” a non-profit organization that collects
used cleats and distributes them to children in
Nicaragua. As if her impressive athletic and
community service achievements weren'’t
enough, Malia also has the No. 1 academic
ranking in her senior class.

The High School Heisman has been award-
ed to one male and one female student each
year since 1994. The High School Heisman
recognizes the Nation’s most esteemed high
school senior men and women for excellence
in academics, athletics and community serv-
ice. Malia’s success both on and off the field
is a testament to what can be accomplished
with hard work, dedication, and a commitment
to others.

It's easy to see why Malia Cali was selected
over nearly 55,000 other entrants in this com-
petition. Malia is truly deserving of this pres-
tigious award. Her successes and achieve-
ments shine brightly on the State of Louisiana,
and | am proud to highlight the accomplish-
ments of Malia Cali here today.

———

STATEMENT ON H.R. 4173, THE
WALL STREET REFORM AND
CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT OF
2009

HON. MELISSA L. BEAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, as the prin-
cipal author of the compromise provision re-
garding the preemption of State consumer fi-
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nancial laws under the National Bank Act and
the Home Owners Loan Act that was included
in the manager’'s amendment on page 139 to
150, | wanted to take this opportunity to ex-
plain to my colleagues my intention in drafting
the language.

The compromise language made improve-
ments in several areas to allow national banks
and Federal savings associations, which are
institutions that operate under a national char-
ter to comply with a uniform national standard
where appropriate. | would like to further ex-
plain four components of the compromise spe-
cifically for the House. Those components in-
clude (1) limiting the scope of new preemption
procedures to State consumer financial laws,
so as not to affect preemption for other State
laws; (2) the ability for categories of State con-
sumer financial law to be preempted; (3) modi-
fications of the preemption standard to more
accurately reflect the Supreme Court Case of
Barnett Bank v. Nelson, which established the
preemption standard currently applied to na-
tional banks and Federal savings associations;
and (4) the degree of deference afforded to
the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency
and Office of Thrift Supervision by the courts.

First, under the compromise, the changes to
preemption procedures under the National
Bank Act for national banks and the Home
Owners Loan Act for Federal savings associa-
tions are exclusively limited to State consumer
financial laws. During the drafting of the com-
promise, | removed a sentence, previously
suggested by the Committee that said national
banks are to generally comply with State law.
I removed this sentence because | wanted to
make clear that the changes in the Act do not
alter the preemption standards and precedents
that apply to those State laws which are not
State consumer financial laws. Narrowing the
scope to just State consumer financial law is
consistent with the initial scope of Subtitle D of
H.R. 3126, The Consumer Financial Protection
Act, when it was introduced in July 2009.

Second, the compromise language included
language that allows for categories of State
consumer financial law to be preempted. This
means that if the Comptroller of the Currency
(the regulator of national banks) or the Direc-
tor of the Office of Thrift Supervision (the reg-
ulator of Federal savings associations) deter-
mines a State consumer financial law in a par-
ticular state should be preempted because it
“prevents, significantly interferes with, or ma-
terially impairs” the abilities of a national bank
or Federal savings association, then that spe-
cific determination can be applied to other
States’ consumer financial laws with equiva-
lent terms. For example, if one state seeks to
require additional disclosure requirements for
credit cards that the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency determines “prevents, significantly inter-
feres with, or materially impairs” the ability of
a national bank to engage in the business of
banking, that determination can be applied to
another state’s credit card disclosure laws if
those laws have equivalent terms.

Third, a critical portion of the compromise
was drafting a preemption standard that em-
bodied existing precedent. The preemption
standard that was reported out of the Financial
Services Committee stated that a State law
could be preempted if it “prevents or signifi-
cantly interferes with” the ability of a national
bank (or a Federal savings association) to en-
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gage in the business of banking. “Prevents or
significantly interferes with” has been often
mentioned as the shorthand citation of the
preemption standard established by the Su-
preme Court in 1996 in Barnett Bank v. Nel-
son. However, as | and many others have
noted, the Supreme Court ruling was not lim-
ited to those two terms as the only cir-
cumstance in which preemption of State laws
is appropriate. In fact, they expanded on those
words by saying that a State law should be
preempted not only when it “prevents or sig-
nificantly interferes with,” but also “stands as
an obstacle to the accomplishment of the pur-
poses,” “encroach(es) on,” ‘“destroy(s) or
hamper(s),” or “impair(s).”

Since the Barnett case describes a number
of situations in which State law is preempted,
in addition to the “prevents or significantly
interferes with” standard, | was concerned that
limiting the underlying text to the shorthand
expression of “prevents or significantly inter-
feres with” could be construed as narrowing
the Constitutional standard. | therefore added
the words “materially impairs,” so that there
would be no question that the preemption
standard is the same as the standard de-
scribed in Barnett, and that State consumer fi-
nancial law may be preempted if it violates
any of the well established Constitutional
benchmarks for preemption. | chose the word
“materially” because if the impairment is not
material—meaning it would only have a neg-
ligible effect on the bank—it should not be
subject to preemption under current law.

When making preemption determinations on
State consumer financial laws, the Comptroller
of the Currency for national banks, Director of
the Office of Thrift Supervision for Federal
savings associations, or the Court must find
that Federal law applicable to national banks
and Federal savings associations, including
regulations and similar issuances, deals with
the subject or activity that the State consumer
financial law is seeking to regulate. A good ex-
ample is the detailed disclosure requirements
set by Federal law and Federal regulators, de-
veloped after substantial consumer testing,
that apply to certain types of consumer finan-
cial products.

Finally, the compromise language is in-
tended to clarify that when a court is reviewing
an OCC determination concerning the proper
interpretation of the National Bank Act or other
Federal law that the OCC is charged with ad-
ministering, the court is to apply the traditional
deference accorded to an agency, often re-
ferred to as “Chevron” deference. The same
clarification applies when a court is reviewing
an OTS determination regarding the proper in-
terpretation of the Home Owners Loan Act or
other Federal law that the OTS administers.
Further, while the underlying legislation di-
rected the courts to apply a different type of
deference to OCC or OTS preemption deter-
minations, the compromise amendment makes
clear that the Chevron deference standard ap-
plies to all OCC and OTS interpretations of
Federal law, the National Bank Act, and the
Home Owners Loan Act, including those made
in the context of a preemption determination.

Madam Speaker, | thank you for the oppor-
tunity to further explain the preemption com-
promise | drafted in the manager's amend-
ment.

| yield back the balance of my time.
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE WORK
OF RONALD EUGENE KIRK

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker |
rise today to honor a dedicated member of my
staff, Mr. Ronald Kirk, who has dedicated his
life to government service. Born on November
2, 1944, in New York City to William Henry
Kirk and Marjorie Smith Kirk, Ronald Eugene
Kirk, the fourth of five children, was born and
raised in Harlem and is a product of the New
York City Public School system. Ron’s passion
for community involvement and neighborhood
empowerment was evident from the start of
his life. After receiving a bachelor's in busi-
ness administration from Pace University and
a masters in business management from
Manhattan College, Ron began his lifelong in-
volvement in community service.

Early on, Ron became politically active and
cut his teeth with such community based orga-
nizations as the Community Planning Board
#10 in Manhattan, the Community Corpora-
tion/Harlem Youth in Action, Model Cities and
several political organizations established in
the Harlem community. He was twice elected
Democratic District Leader in the 70th Assem-
bly District of New York. Ron served as foun-
dation director of the City University of New
York and as a confidential secretary to a New
York Supreme Court Judge. During his time in
New York, Ron received numerous accolades
and commendations from such notable individ-
uals as Representative CHARLIE RANGEL,
former Mayor David Dinkins, Former New
York Secretaries of State Basil Patterson and
Percy Sutton. His efforts have been recog-
nized by organizations such as the Sickle Cell
Foundation, the Catholic Youth Organization,
and the New York City Department for the
Aging.

Upon moving to Atlanta, Ron served as a
dedicated host for the 1996 Olympics held in
Atlanta, Georgia, and worked for the David
Scott for Congress campaign in 2002. For the
past 8 years he has served admirably as my
senior Immigration/Department of State Spe-
cialist and Constituent Services Representa-
tive.

Ron is a dedicated family man, having been
married to the lovely Emma for 38 years, has
two beautiful children, Kwesi and Amina, and
three wonderful grandsons, Nikai, James and
Malachai. Ron is actively involved in commu-
nity outreach and the Red Oak Methodist
Church in Stockbridge, Georgia.

It is with a heavy heart that | and my staff
say goodbye to Ron as he retires from my
Congressional staff. | am extremely proud of
the accomplishments Ron has made through-
out his life and for his outstanding work in my
office. As this chapter of Ron’s life closes and
he begins his new chapter, it is a blessing to
know that Ron’s ability to be a social catalyst
touched the lives of many in the 13th District
of Georgia and the Nation. Ron, | wish you
every success for the future and thank you for
your outstanding work effort, passion for
change, and your ability to look at the impos-
sible and ask, “why not?”

God bless Ron Kirk.
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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF MARVIN AND
MARY LOU COHRON

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Marvin and Mary Lou
Cohron on the occasion of their 75th wedding
anniversary. Their 75 years of marriage is a
testament to all American families, and | am
proud to honor the Cohrons.

Marvin and Mary Lou first met at Excel Jun-
ior High School in Monroe County, Alabama,
around 1932. Both were the children of farm-
ing families and spent much of their free time
going to church services and social functions.
On a Sunday evening, December 23, 1934,
Marvin drove Mary Lou and some of her fam-
ily to the home of the Justice of the Peace
where the two were married. Marvin was 16
and Mary Lou was 15.

After their marriage, Marvin and Mary Lou
tried their hand at farming. After 3 years of
marriage, Marvin had saved enough money
from the sale of collard greens they had grown
to buy Mary Lou a wedding band. Marvin
moved to Pensacola, Florida, in 1939 and
started work at the Pensacola City Bus Com-
pany while Mary Lou continued working at
Vanity Fair in Alabama until she was able to
join her husband in Pensacola. In 1943,
Marvin was drafted into the United States
Navy where he served honorably in World
War Il. He then went to school on the G.I. Bill
to learn refrigeration maintenance and repair.
In 1950, Marvin began work at Navy Point
stores before going into business for himself in
1958. He opened Cohron’s Air Conditioning/
Refrigeration Sales and Service and Mary Lou
worked as the bookkeeper and secretary for
the office. In 1986, the Cohrons retired. They
now spend their days enjoying fishing, camp-
ing, and ballroom dancing. They belong to
several seniors’ dance clubs and Mary Lou
belongs to the Red Hat Society.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am privileged to recognize
the 75th wedding anniversary of Marvin and
Mary Lou Cohron. Their family has been an
invaluable part of our community for over sev-
enty years. My wife Vicki and | wish Marvin
and Mary Lou, their 5 daughters, 10 grand-
children, 12 great-grandchildren, and great-
great grandchild all the best.

HONORING JUDGE DRAYER

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Honorable Calvin S. Drayer
Jr. who is retiring after faithfully serving the
people of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania,
as a Common Pleas Court Judge since 1998.

Before joining the Montgomery County
Court, Judge Drayer had a distinguished legal
career that spanned nearly 30 years. He was
a founding partner in the Norristown-based
firm of Wilson, Drayer, Morrow and Broderick
where he concentrated on estates and trust
law.
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Despite his demanding career and heavy
caseload, Judge Drayer has always been gen-
erous with his time and talent outside the
courtroom. He is a Fellow of the American
College of Trusts and Estate Counsel and a
member of both the Supreme Court Orphans’
Court Procedural Rules Committee and the
Pennsylvania Joint State Government Com-
mission Advisory Committee on Descedents’
Estates. Judge Drayer also was an organizer
of the probate and Tax Section of the Mont-
gomery County Bar Association and an ad-
junct professor in the graduate tax program at
the Villanova University School of Law.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in recognizing the outstanding
service and extraordinary career of the Honor-
able Calvin S. Drayer Jr. and all who dedicate
their careers to the pursuit of justice.

————

A TRIBUTE TO FLOYD HAYS ELLIS

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of a truly remarkable
Kentuckian, Floyd Hays Ellis. Over the course
of his long and storied life as a farmer, soldier,
businessman and state senator, Bowling
Green’s favorite son embodied the values of
the “Greatest Generation” to which he be-
longed.

Generous in the extreme, Ellis was just as
thoughtful a legislator as he was a friend and
father. Known for his winning smile and wry
sense of humor, he proved to be a canny
businessman, as well. He served for 20 years
as the president and CEO of the Warren Rural
Electric Cooperative Corp., in addition to
chairing the boards of Citizens First Bank,
Trans Financial Bank Corp., Commonwealth
Health Corp. and the Kentucky Association of
Electric Cooperatives.

Though many people who enjoy his level of
success often sacrifice their private lives for
the sake of their profession, Floyd never put
his work before family and friends. To the con-
trary, Floyd’s natural sociability and devotion
to his loved ones was perhaps his most re-
markable trait.

Sadly, on Saturday, December 12, 2009,
Floyd Hays Ellis passed away in the company
of his long-time group of friends and con-
fidants; and while Kentucky may never again
see one of its finest sons, the evidence of his
legacy will be visible in the countless lives that
he touched.

——————

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF THE
ONEIDA TRIBE OF INDIANS OF
WISCONSIN

HON. STEVE KAGEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, the Oneida
Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin is sovereign
government with a long and proud history of
self-government. We are a federally recog-
nized treaty tribe of the United States. We
have faced threats and continue to face
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threats to our homelands. The Oneida have
persevered in the face of adversity for cen-
turies, and we proudly and passionately con-
tinue to protect and preserve our homelands.

The Oneidas, along with the Mohawk, Sen-
eca, Cayuga and Onondaga comprised the
original Five Nations of the Iroquois Confed-
eracy that dates back to the 1500s, which
later became the Six Nations when the Tusca-
rora joined in the 1700s. The Iroquois held
millions of acres of land in what is now the
State of New York, which entered statehood in
1776.

During the Revolutionary War, the Oneida
and the Tuscarora supported the colonies and
served in General George Washington’s army.
For this service, our lands were to be pro-
tected forever, a promise reflected in the 1794
Treaty of Canandaigua between the Oneida
and United States.

The 1784 Treaty of Fort Stanwix was the
first treaty between the Oneida and United
States that established peace between the Iro-
quois Confederacy and the colonial states,
which operated under the Articles of Confed-
eration at the time. This treaty of peace estab-
lished the government-to-government relation-
ship between the Oneida Tribe and the United
States that continues to exist today.

Through the 1785 Treaty of Fort Herkimer
and the 1788 Treaty of Fort Schuyler with the
State of New York, the Oneida lost more than
5 million acres of their ancestral homelands to
the State of New York.

In 1789, the States ratified the United States
Constitution, which declared treaties of the
United States to be the law of the land. The
United States adopted the Non-Intercourse Act
of 1793, which prohibited the purchase of any
Indian land by any person or entity without the
Federal Government’s approval.

In spite of the Non-Intercourse Act, the
State of New York continued to enter into a
series of land transactions between 1795 and
1846 with the Oneida in direct violation of
Federal law. These land transactions contin-
ued to deplete the Oneida land holdings in
New York until only 32 acres remained in
Oneida possession by the 1820s.

During the 1820s, Oneidas relocated to
what would become the State of Wisconsin to
establish new homelands. The Oneidas pur-
chased 5 million acres of land from the Winne-
bago and Menominee Tribes for the purpose
of preserving sovereignty as a self-governing
sovereign nation. This band of Oneidas be-
came recognized as the Oneida Tribe of Indi-
ans of Wisconsin, who entered their final trea-
ty with the United States in 1838, 10 years be-
fore Wisconsin entered statehood.

The Treaty of 1838 between the Oneida
Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin and the United
States established the present day Oneida
Reservation boundaries located in northeast
Wisconsin and comprised of 65,430 acres. To
the present day, the Oneida Reservation has
not been diminished or disestablished by an
Act of Congress and our reservation bound-
aries as established by treaty continue to exist
under the full force and effect of Federal law
and the United States Constitution.

The Dawes Allotment Act of 1887 enacted
by Congress was the next challenge of main-
taining our homelands. Our lands were divided
into individual parcels that resulted in a signifi-
cant loss of tribal land ownership because our
members did not understand the English lan-
guage and did not understand land taxation.
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Consequently, tribal land ownership was re-
duced to a few thousand acres within the
Oneida Reservation boundaries.

The Dawes Allotment Act and the loss of
tribal land ownership were ended when Con-
gress passed the Indian Reorganization Act of
1934, IRA. The Federal policy of the IRA was
to recognize and strengthen the authority and
autonomy of tribal governments, and implicit in
the recognition of tribal authority is a tribe’s
right of self-government. The IRA provided the
foundation for adopting a tribal constitution
that would govern tribal members.

In 1936, the Oneida membership adopted
the Oneida Constitution that established an
elected governing body for the Oneida mem-
bership. Upon adoption of the Oneida Con-
stitution, the United States Federal Govern-
ment purchased 1,270 acres of land within the
Oneida Reservation and placed that land into
trust for the benefit of the Oneida Tribe.

Since passage of the IRA, the Oneida Tribe
has taken the initiative to actively acquire own-
ership of land within the Oneida Reservation
boundaries, and to provide for its membership
through governmental programs and services
that meet the needs of the people. More im-
portantly, the Oneida Tribe has strengthened
its authority by the adoption, implementation
and enforcement of tribal laws. The Oneida
Tribe preserves its sovereignty by exercising
the inherent right of self-government over our
lands and members within the Oneida Res-
ervation boundaries.

Among the most significant of our continuing
initiatives is the Oneida Land Claim and the
resolution of that claim. The Oneida Land
Claim is the oldest and largest land claim in
the United States. Oneida has twice prevailed
before the Federal courts, most recently in
1985 when the United States Supreme Court
recognized the Oneida’s rightful claim against
the State of New York for its violations of Fed-
eral law more than 200 years ago.

The Oneida Tribe entered into treaties with
the United States that are recognized as the
law of the land under the United States Con-
stitution. Federal law, United States Supreme
Court decisions and Federal Indian policy rec-
ognize the treaty obligations of the Federal
Government to the federally-recognized tribes
of the United States. The Oneida treaties also
established the government-to-government re-
lationship between the Oneida Tribe and the
United States, and form the basis for the Fed-
eral trust responsibility that is also recognized
by Federal law, United States Supreme Court
decisions and Federal Indian policy.

The Oneida Land Claim is deeply inter-
twined with the history of the United States.
We have strived to resolve this claim through
continued negotiation and mediation and will
continue to do so as a means to protect and
preserve our Tribal homelands. The Oneida
will continue to act in an honorable manner to
resolve the land claim that allows the United
States, under the Federal trust responsibility
owed to the Oneida Tribe by virtue of our trea-
ties with the United States, to right the wrongs
of the past that continue to exist today.
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EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. GREGG HARPER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HARPER. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks | received as part of
H.R. 3326—Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2010.

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: Regional Counter-Drug Train-
ing Academy—Meridian

Project Amount: $2,800,000

Account: Operating Forces Drug Interdiction
and Counter-Drug Activities, Defense

Recipient and Address: MS National Guard,
Naval Air Station, 219 Fuller Road, Meridian,
Mississippi

Description of Request: The National Guard
Bureau identified a Fiscal Year 2009 unfunded
requirement of $24.2M for Counterdrug (CD)
Schools. With appropriate funding, CD schools
will be better positioned to provide counter
narcotics-based training programs critical to
domestic law enforcement against narcoter-
rorism. The RCTA Meridian budget has shown
little growth since FY2000, yet the costs asso-
ciated with training law enforcement officers
have increased by approximately 20 percent.

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: On-Board Hybrid Power Unit
(OBHPU)

Project Amount: $1,040,000

Account: Research, Development, Test, and
Evaluation, Army

Recipient and Address: Diversified Tech-
nology, 476 Highland Colony Parkway,
Ridgeland, MS 39157

Description of Request: 2010 funding will
ensure the completion of, field-testing, devel-
opment, integration plan and a training pro-
gram for the production version of the OBHPU
10 KW system. The Space and Missile De-
fense Command (SMDC) supports the
OBHPU program to provide on-board electric
power to deployed radar and missile systems,
and is applicable in many other fields.

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: Simulation Based Reliability
and Safety (SimBRS) Program

Project Amount: $4,900,000

Account: Army, Combat Vehicle and Auto-
motive Advanced Technology

Recipient and Address: Mississippi State
University, P.O. Box 6301, Mississippi State,
MS 39762.

Description of Request: SIimBRS engages in
synergized research and development experi-
mentally validated cradle-to-grave modeling
and simulation capabilities to optimize reli-
ability in vehicular components and systems
with consideration of uncertainties in input
loads, manufacturing, operations and mainte-
nance, and material properties to decrease
weight and cost, and yet increase the perform-
ance, durability, and safety of the warfighter.
This initiative is a follow-on effort to ongoing
Mississippi State University simulation based
reliability systems research.
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Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: VePro—Health Usage Moni-
toring and Vehicle Prognostics

Project Amount: $2,880,000

Account: Army, Combat Vehicle and Auto-
motive Advanced Technology

Recipient and Address: nCode International,
200 Research Blvd., Starkville, MS 39759

Description of Request: Better under-
standing of operational usage severity is crit-
ical for vehicle designs to reliably meet needs
at minimum cost and weight. VePro will save
billions of dollars spent annually on maintain-
ing U.S. Army equipment, improve readiness
and reduce danger to soldiers from unex-
pected vehicle failures. The next stage is to
evolve these into scalable, robust cost effec-
tive pre-production Vehicle Health Manage-
ment Systems (VHMS)—technology configura-
tion, manufacturing, assembly and testing for
pre-production systems.

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: F-15C AESA Classified
Demo

Project Amount: $8,000,000

Account: Air Force, F—15E Squadrons

Recipient and Address: Raytheon, Forest
Consolidated Manufacturing Center, 19859
Highway 80, Forest, MS 39074

Description of Request: Funding will be
used for the final year of a 3-year develop-
ment effort to demonstrate APG-63(V)3 Active
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) classified
capability with a Radar Common Data Link
(RCDL). ANG and USAF F-15s are the back-
bone of forces assigned to perform a signifi-
cant portion of the Nation’s Homeland De-
fense mission, protecting the United States
from attack by an airborne threat. FY10 fund-
ing will complete the third and final phase of
the 3-year RCDL demonstration program.

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: Silicon Carbide Electronics
Material Producibility Initiative

Project Amount: $2,400,000

Account: Air Force, Advanced Materials for
Weapon Systems

Recipient and Address: II-VI Wide Band
Gap Materials Group, 201 Research Blvd.,
Starkville, MS 39759

Description of Request: Funding will be
used to develop technology, and establish pro-
duction capability, along with evaluation and
testing of SiC materials and integrated circuits
for use in high power, high frequency DoD
weapons systems and platforms. Future mis-
sion requirements dictate a range of current
and next-generation U.S. Military systems re-
quiring critical high frequency and high power
components with dramatically enhanced capa-
bilities which are unattainable with current
technology.

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG
HARPER

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project Name: Advanced, Long Endurance
Unattended Ground Sensor Technologies

Project Amount: $3,920,000

Account: Defense-Wide, Special Operations
Intelligence Systems Development

Recipient and Address: Mississippi State
University, P.O. Box 6301, Mississippi State,
MS 39762
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Description of Request: A significant chal-
lenge in modern military operations is the abil-
ity to achieve and maintain real-time battlefield
situational awareness. Achieving battlefield sit-
uational awareness requires the ability to
robustly and persistently monitor the move-
ments of the adversary in near real-time
across a wide range of operational environ-
ments including foliage, mountainous, and
urban terrain. This initiative is a follow-on ef-
fort to ongoing Mississippi State University Un-
attended Ground Sensor (UGS) research and
development in support of the U.S. Special
Operations Command (USSOCOM).

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks | re-
ceived as part of the FY 10 Department of De-
fense Appropriations Act.

Requesting Member: Representative CHRIS-
TOPHER H. SMITH

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Project name: Re-establishing Ties: The
Road from Warrior to the Community

Account: OM, ARNG

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: New Jer-
sey Department of Military and Veterans Af-
fairs

Address of Requesting Entity: 101 Eggert
Crossing Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Description of Request: This funding would
be used to help successfully transition return-
ing soldiers back in civilian life through the NJ
National Guard’s multi-tiered, reintegration
program to address the needs of the returning
combat veteran. This program includes: PTSD
and TBI Screening; Suicide Prevention Efforts;
Small Business Restart Assistance; and Coun-
seling Services, among other benéefits.

————

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GARFIELD RIDGE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Garfield Ridge Chamber of Com-
merce as it celebrates 50 years of service to
the community.

Founded in 1959, the Garfield Ridge Cham-
ber has grown to 100 members who work tire-
lessly to fully embody its motto, “The Neigh-
borhood that Cares and Shares.”

The chamber takes great pride in being an
active member of the community, participating
each year in the Patriot Day Parade and An-
nual Pumpkin Parade, providing Christmas
decorations along a major thoroughfare in the
neighborhood, delivering a business directory
to 17,500 homes in the area, and recognizing
a police officer, firefighter, and teacher of the
year at its annual dinner dance.

The chamber’s largest event, in which it
takes special pride, is the “Snack with Santa,”
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at which children are provided with a gift from
Santa, snacks, and a puppet show. This year
marks the 26th anniversary of the event,
which is extremely popular, attracting over
1,300 attendees.

Throughout the year, chamber members
show their commitment to the organization
and its role in the community at monthly gath-
erings featuring speakers who keep business
owners informed of new developments and in-
novations.

Through its dedication to service, the Gar-
field Ridge Chamber of Commerce has con-
tributed immensely to the larger community.
As a proud native of Garfield Ridge, | sin-
cerely offer the chambers many dedicated
members my heartfelt congratulations on the
occasion of its 50th anniversary.

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
SHERRI LAWRENCE FOR HER
CERTIFICATION BY THE NA-
TIONAL BOARD FOR PROFES-
SIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, Sherri Lawrence has been grant-
ed certification by the National Board for Pro-
fessional Teaching Standards; and

Whereas, Sherri Lawrence has sufficiently
demonstrated adherence and dedication to the
five core propositions of teaching set by the
National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards; and

Whereas, due to her hard work and dedica-
tion to her profession, Sherri Lawrence was
able to achieve this esteemed honor; and

Whereas, we recognize the values and les-
sons teachers impart to our children; and

Whereas, the creative ingenuity that Sherri
Lawrence has demonstrated while educating
her students; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District, | congratulate Sherri Law-
rence for her certification by the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

—————

FIRST RESPONDER ANTI-TER-
RORISM TRAINING RESOURCES
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in support of H.R. 3978, legislation
that would permit the Center for Domestic Pre-
paredness to accept gifts and donations in
order to better train our Nation’s first respond-
ers. As Chairman of the Committee on Home-
land Security, | am pleased that the House is
considering this legislation today, and | urge
my colleagues to support its passage.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s Center for Domestic Pre-
paredness, Center, is the Nation’s leading all-
hazards first-responder training center. Lo-
cated in Anniston, Alabama, the Center has
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provided emergency response training to first
responders in all fifty States and territories, as
well as Federal Government employees, for-
eign officials, and private entities. The Center
is especially well-known internationally for its
weapons of mass destruction training facility.

The Center often receives offers of donated
goods and services, such as training displays,
response equipment, and trailers. These dona-
tions would allow the Center to offer stronger
training opportunities at a lower cost to the
Department of Homeland Security, DHS, and
the American taxpayer. Regrettably, the Cen-
ter does not have the legal authority to accept
gifts that would enhance its ability to deliver
superior training.

H.R. 3978 would amend the Implementing
Recommendations of the 9/11 CommissionAct
of 2007 to permit the Center to receive do-
nated gifts and services that are related to
preparedness for and response to terrorism.
The legislation further calls on the Secretary of
Homeland Security to annually report to Con-
gress on gifts accepted and how such gifts
contribute to the mission of the Center.

Other DHS training centers, such as the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, al-
ready have the authority to accept gifts and
donations. It is only appropriate that the Cen-
ter also have this authority.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3978 is a straight-forward
piece of legislation that will pay immediate
dividends for our first responder community. |
support its passage and encourage my col-
leagues to support it as well.

THE LOSS OF JACK PEEL

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in honor of a brave American vet-
eran and a great Floridian, Jack Peel, who
passed away on November 29, 2009.

Mr. Peel was a native Floridian, born in
Chipley, and a graduate of Chipley High
School. He served his country for four years in
the Navy where he made lifelong friends with
his fellow sailors. He then joined the Air Force
where he remained for the next 26 years and
retired as master sergeant.

After retirement from the military, Mr. Peel
and his beloved wife Lynette made their home
in Bay Crest Park in Hillsborough County,
Tampa. There he dedicated his time to public
service. He served as president of the Bay
Crest Park Civic Association, an active mem-
ber of the Town N Country Alliance, a Catholic
Church community volunteer and advocate.
Jack Peel had a talent for persuading his
neighbors, policymakers, and the Hillsborough
Board of County Commissioners to beautify
and enhance Bay Crest and Town N Country.
He and Lynette and the outstanding Town N
Country community activists worked diligently
to improve our community. For his dedication
to service, the Civic Association completed
Peel Park in December 2009 in honor of Mr.
Peel.

Madam Speaker, Jack Peel will be greatly
missed. For all who love our community, be
inspired by Jack Peel’s dedication and service.
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BUENOS AIRES NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to all the staff at the Bue-
nos Aires National Wildlife Refuge. The Ref-
uge consists of a beautiful 118,000 acres of
mountains, riparian zones, and grasslands in
the Southern Arizona desert and contains ma-
jestic areas such as Brown Canyon, Arivaca
Cienega and the Baboquivari Mountains.

The Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge
is a sanctuary for many different types of wild-
life including the Pima pineapple cactus, the
pygmy-owl and the endangered masked bob-
white quail.Additionally, 325 bird species, 53
species of reptiles and amphibians, 58 mam-
mal species, including mule deer, white-tailed
deer, pronghorn, javelina, and mountain lions
all call the Refuge home. Without the protec-
tion of the Refuge, many of these species
would disappear and be lost to us forever. The
Refuge is also a vital part of the community
and offers guided tours, hiking, camping,
horseback riding, mountain biking, excellent
birding, and plenty of beautiful picnic areas.
The Refuge even offers wonderful educational
opportunities through volunteer projects and
nature workshops.

The men and women employed at the Ref-
uge work tirelessly to preserve this beautiful
area. Through their efforts, the Refuge has
successfully reintroduced the endangered bob-
white quail and the pronghorn deer into the
wild and ensures their continued protection.
These people are truly the guardians of an en-
vironmental treasure and view their task as a
privilege, not just a job.

In addition to the wonderful staff at the Ref-
uge, an exemplary group of volunteers known
as the Friends of the Buenos Aires National
Refuge dedicate their time to the community
education conservation, and preservation of
this wonderful land. This nonprofit group gives
selflessly to promote the goals of the Refuge
and with the help of the Refuge staff; they re-
cently held the 1st Annual Grasslands Fair to
celebrate this beloved land.

The Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge,
its staff, and the volunteers who dedicate their
time are all truly valued players in the protec-
tion of America’s wild lands. Being a member
of the House Committee on Natural Re-
sources and having seen our community grow
to over a million people, during my lifetime, |
know the importance of protecting areas like
the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge. It
gives me great joy to see such wonderful peo-
ple giving of themselves to preserve and pro-
tect this spectacular region of southern Ari-
zona.

—————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING

MICHELE MANISKAS FOR HER
CERTIFICATION BY THE NA-
TIONAL BOARD FOR PROFES-
SIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009
Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,
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Whereas, Michele Maniskas has been
granted certification by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards; and

Whereas, Michele Maniskas has sufficiently
demonstrated adherence and dedication to the
five core propositions of teaching set by the
National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards; and

Whereas, due to her hard work and dedica-
tion to her profession, Michele Maniskas was
able to achieve this esteemed honor; and

Whereas, we recognize the values and les-
sons teachers impart to our children; and

Whereas, the creative ingenuity that Michele
Maniskas has demonstrated while educating
her students; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District, | congratulate Michele
Maniskas for her certification by the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

———

AUTHORITY TO CONVERT CERTAIN
OVERSEAS LIMITED APPOINT-
MENTS TO PERMANENT AP-
POINTMENTS

SPEECH OF

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support of H.R. 1517, a bi-
partisan bill authored by Representative ENGEL
and the ranking member on the Committee of
Homeland Security, Representative KING.

As chairman of the Committee on Homeland
Security, | am grateful to these members for
putting before us today a bill that aims to fix
a discrete but important issue at Customs and
Border Protection.

In short, this bill gives the Commissioner the
authority to noncompetitively convert approxi-
mately 35 overseas CBP employees into full-
time permanent civil service positions.

These employees were originally hired by
the Immigration and Naturalization Service
under “limited overseas appointment” author-
ity between 1987 and 2003.

Over time, the nature of their work changed,
but their employment designation did not.

Since 2005, CBP, the Office of Personnel
Management and the Department of State
have been trying to fix the glitch, but realize
they need the help of Congress.

Doing so will not only ensure that the em-
ployees continue to receive the appropriate
benefits, but will also provide them with the
protections they deserve as dedicated employ-
ees serving the CBP mission abroad.

Further, this conversion of employment sta-
tus will ensure that CBP and the United States
honor agreements between our country and
our foreign counterparts, such as Ireland, gov-
erning U.S. personnel overseas.

Going forward, using the authorities pro-
vided to the Commissioner in H.R. 1517, it is
my hope that the Commissioner will take the
histories of these dedicated 35 individuals into
account when applying CBP’s rotation policy.

In our attempt to “right the system,” CBP
should not unduly disrupt the lives of these
dedicated individuals, who provide a valuable
service to this country.



E3034

CELEBRATING METRO GOLD LINE
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY’S 10
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Metro Gold Line Foothill
Extension Construction Authority as it cele-
brates ten years of service and commitment to
the community. Since the Construction Author-
ity was established by the California State
Legislature to design and construct the Pasa-
dena Metro Gold Line, it has completed 13.7
miles of light rail, which averages 24,000 daily
weekday boardings.

One decade ago, the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, faced
with serious budgetary problems, delayed the
construction of the light-rail line to Pasadena.
Senate Bill 1847 was introduced to create the
Construction Authority and finish the work that
had already been started on the new rail line.
The newly created Construction Authority was
not only able to complete the project on time
but was also able to build it under budget.

Today, the Metro Gold Line Foothill Exten-
sion Construction Authority is continuing its
work in connecting downtown Los Angeles to
the San Gabriel Valley and beyond. Funding
has been secured to extend the line to the city
of Azusa and plans are in place to continue
the Gold Line to Montclair and Ontario Inter-
national Airport. The success of the Gold Line
is a testament of the collaborate efforts be-
tween the staff of the Construction Authority
and the elected officials, civic leaders, and
residents of the surrounding communities.

The Gold Line not only provides a reliable
and efficient source of transportation to resi-
dents of the greater Los Angeles region, it
also alleviates traffic and is a part of our fight
to reduce pollution. The congestion on the
Gold Line corridor highways has continued to
increase as the Inland Empire grows in popu-
lation. As we work to find solutions to solve
our traffic congestion dilemma, extending the
Gold Line into our eastern cities is clearly part
of the answer.

It is with great pleasure that | congratulate
the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Con-
struction Authority on its ten years of success.
| am proud of the role | have played in helping
the Gold Line become the pride of the San
Gabriel Valley and | wish it continued success!

————

THE BELLEVUE WOLVERINES
HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to applaud a phenomenal high school
football program in my District—the 8th of
Washington—for winning another State Cham-
pionship—their seventh in nine years.

The Bellevue Wolverines have an illustrious
history of football success in the State of
Washington, and they continued the trend on
Saturday, December 5, defeating the Liberty
Patriots, 23-17, to secure another 3A title.
Head Coach Butch Goncharoff and his assist-
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ants provide some of the best coaching and
vision in the country and the program—well
known for their great on-the-field success—
often makes positive impacts in the community
as well.

| congratulate every member of the roster
for their continued and storied success on the
field. | thank coach Goncharoff, his assistants,
Athletic Director Brian Hercules and Principal
David Wellington for creating an environment
that allows student-athletes to thrive on the
field, in the classroom and in their community.
Once again, congratulations and | wish the
Wolverines all possible success in the future.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING LISA
ABELE FOR HER CERTIFICATION
BY THE NATIONAL BOARD FOR

PROFESSIONAL TEACHING
STANDARDS
HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, Lisa Abele has been granted cer-
tification by the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards; and

Whereas, Lisa Abele has sufficiently dem-
onstrated adherence and dedication to the five
core propositions of teaching set by the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards; and

Whereas, due to her hard work and dedica-
tion to her profession, Lisa Abele was able to
achieve this esteemed honor; and

Whereas, we recognize the values and les-
sons teachers impart to our children; and

Whereas, the creative ingenuity that Lisa
Abele has demonstrated while educating her
students; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District, | congratulate Lisa Abele
for her certification by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the House Republican standards
on congressionally-directed funding, | am sub-
mitting the following information regarding
funding included in H.R. 3326—Department of
Defense Appropriations Act, 2010.

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: PA A

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Blue
Grass Army Depot

Address of Requesting Entity: 431 Battle
Field Memorial Road, Richmond, KY 40475

Description of Request: The funding of
$3.92 million will be used for the Blue Grass
Army Depot Superficial Water Oxidation-Con-
ventional Demilitarization. These funds will
provide the Army with a state-of-the-art envi-
ronmentally friendly means of processing the
problematic energetic wastes generated at the
Blue Grass Army Depot.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER
CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLYMAN NAO
TAKASUGI

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, today | honor
the life and achievements of my dear friend,
former California State Assemblymember Nao
Takasugi. Nao dedicated his life to public
service with humility, integrity, and commit-
ment to the American ideals of equality and
justice.

Nao was a 19-year-old student at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles, when he
and his family were incarcerated in an intern-
ment camp for Japanese Americans during
World War II.

His family was forced to sell most of their
possessions, but was able to keep the family
store, the Asahi Market in downtown Oxnard,
which they had owned since 1907.

The Takasugi family was able to save the
store during their imprisonment by entrusting
the family business to a Mexican American
employee, Ignacio Carmona. When the
Takasugi family returned to Oxnard in 1945,
Mr. Carmona returned the business back to
the Takasugis, after faithfully carrying on the
business for three years.

In 1943, Nao was among approximately
4,000 Japanese American college students
who were released from the internment camps
and allowed to attend college on the East
Coast. Nao earned his business administration
degree at Temple University in Philadelphia
and a master’s in business administration from
the Wharton School at the University of Penn-
sylvania in 1946. When he returned to
Oxnard, he ran his family’s Asahi Market.

His family’s imprisonment inspired him to
commit his life to strengthening our democracy
in public service, and did not cause deep em-
bitterment. As Oxnard City Councilman,
Mayor, and then California State Assembly-
man, he ably represented all of his diverse
constituents, crossing racial and ethnic di-
vides, and building bridges across party lines.

At the age of 87, Nao died of complications
from a stroke on November 19, 2009. He is
survived by his wife of 57 years, Judy, and
their five children, Scott, Russell, Ron, Tricia
and Lea.

| was truly saddened by the loss of my dear
friend Nao Takasugi. He was a gentle soul,
and never let his kind demeanor get in the
way of his strong beliefs about justice and civil
rights. When he spoke, people listened as he
was always true to his convictions and sense
of honor. | will miss him dearly and will always
reflect on his life as a metric of how | should
conduct my own.

——————

“THIS CHRISTMAS,” IN HONOR OF
ALL OUR ARMED FORCES AND
THEIR FAMILIES THIS CHRIST-
MAS SEASON

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with a poetic tribute in honor of our
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Magnificent Armed Forces and their Splendid
Families this Christmas and holiday season.
And for all of the ones who are so separated
by the miles, so very far across the shores.
Our hearts, especially go out to all of those
families who have lost their greatest loves of
all, in the defense of our nation. And to all of
those recovering from the grave wounds of
war we pray for their speedy recovery. Bless
them alll | ask that this poem penned by Al-
bert Caswell be placed in the RECORD in
honor of them as follows:

THIS CHRISTMAS . . .

As the snow falls to the ground. . . .

And all of our children dance, with songs of
joy so all around . . .

With stockings hung by the chimneys with
care. . . .

With all of those hopes and dreams, of Santa
there . . .

With Christmas dinners and fires all aglow,
as before this family a feast lies so . . .

A child is born, for all to know!

But, remember . . . remember . .
all of those . . .

Those families! Those Patriots of Peace, all
them, all of these . . .

The ones, who this Christmas will not to-
gether be . . .

Who upon battlefields of honor fight!

So far away from our Country Tis of Thee,
this night . . .

Men and Women of such honor bright, who
for all of us . . . so carry that fight . . .

Who live with such heartache and death, as
on each new day their honor blesses

. remember

As they bless us all, with all their gifts of
selflessness . . .
And all of those ones, whose greatest of all

loves ... now so lie in soft quiet
graves . . .

Precious Daughters and Sons, Husbands and
Wives . . .

Fathers and Mothers, Sisters and Brothers
who so gave . . .

Who so gave That Last Full Measure . .
they!

Whose loved ones pain, can not be healed by
time, nor so divided . . .

Who on this Christmas morning,
tears in eyes . . .

With one less place set at the dinner table
this year . . . as theycry. . .

And all of those who have come home, with-
out arms and legs . . .

Blessing us with their fine gifts of courage
displayed!

Making us all so see, just how magnificent
and inspiring a heart can be!

And all of those with loved ones, who are so
far across the shores . . .

As each new day but brings such great worry

. .sure. ..

But, waiting . . . but waiting for, that knock
on the door . . .

That phone call, that they now not so pray
for. . .

Quiet Heroes, one and all!

Watching them from Heaven, The Angel’s
tear drops fall . . .

Lord God, Lord God . ..
Bless Them All!

For So Many, So Few Have But Paid The
Cost!

So bore the burden, so carry that cross! That
cross of war!

This Christmas, as you hold your families
tight . . .

And seem so fine, and so very right . . .

And you see those smiles, of your children
very bright . . .

Give thanks, Give praise . . .
knees fall and pray . . .

. did

sit with

Bless Them . . .

as upon your
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For all of those families, who’ve sacrificed
and Dblessings of freedom they
gave!
This Christmas . . .

———

TRIBUTE TO JANICE AND
BENJAMIN REZNIK

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate my good friends Janice and
Benjamin Reznik on the occasion of their
Parnas Award honor from the Masorti Founda-
tion for Conservative Judaism in Israel 14th
Annual Los Angeles Celebration.

Before becoming the Founding President of
Jewish World Watch, Janice Kamenir-Reznik
led an active career in the field of law. A grad-
uate of UCLA law school, Janice spent years
building a distinguished career in the legal
field and then, recognizing her passion for
community service work, turned to that avoca-
tion. Under her able leadership, Jewish World
Watch—founded jointly with Rabbi Harold
Schulweis—has become one of the leading
advocacy groups in the fight against the geno-
cide in Darfur and other global human rights
abuses.

Janice served as the director of the Com-
mission on Soviet Jewry for the Los Angeles
Jewish Federation, and during her years in
practice was President of California Women
Lawyers, the statewide women’s bar. She was
a founder and president of California Women'’s
Law Center, a public interest organization ad-
vocating for the rights of women and girls. She
has testified before the House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

In addition to the numerous legal positions
held by Janice over the years, she also served
in many Jewish community leadership roles. |
commend her for her invaluable contributions
in serving on the following boards: Los Ange-
les Hebrew High School, Valley Beth Shalom,
Los Angeles Hillel Council, UCLA Hillel, and
the Jewish Federation Council.

Ben Reznik boasts a stellar professional
and philanthropic record. Widely respected for
his tenacious legal acumen, Ben has been de-
scribed as “the most litigious attorney in Los
Angeles” by his peers. He has been a key
leader and activist in the community, devoting
himself to a wide variety of organizations and
causes. Currently, he is chairman of the Gov-
ernment, Land Use, Environment and Energy
Department at the law firm of Jeffer Magels
Butler & Marmaro LLP, JMBM, and leads 25
lawyers who comprise that department. Ben
has also argued before the Supreme Court
and has represented many prominent compa-
nies including the Mitsubishi Corporation and
The Clarett Group.

Ben and Janice have three children, Yoni,
Devi and Sami. They live in Encino where,
through years of community activism and pro-
fessional success, they have helped numerous
people and are shining examples of what the
Jewish tradition calls tikkun olam.

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, | ask you to join me in congratulating
Janice and Ben Reznik for their impressive ca-
reer and dedication to the community and to
congratulate them on receiving this honor.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
HEALTHCARE WORKERS UNION
1199 SEIU AS THEY MARK THEIR
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, this year
marks the 50th Anniversary of 1199 SEIU as
a healthcare workers union. For the union, the
last 50 years have been challenging ones.
Through its efforts, much has changed for the
better, and they have been a large part of that
change. In the words of founder and former
president Leon Dauvis, it is a history of “tough
struggles and pioneering advances, decent
wages, and working conditions instead of pov-
erty, respect on the job instead of contempt,
security instead of fear, and hope instead of
despair.”

The 1199 changed history in 1959 when a
drugstore union made up of pharmacists
joined the Civil Rights Movement and set out
to organize 30,000 predominantly Black and
Latino workers in New York City’s voluntary
hospitals. The union succeeded in signing
their first collective bargaining agreement with
Montefiore Medical Center that year. Today,
the union is 350,000 healthcare workers
strong, in hospitals, nursing homes, and
homecare agencies throughout New York,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Maryland, and
Washington, DC. And they continue to grow
despite these difficult times.

Aside from raising labor standards and re-
storing dignity to their members, 1199 has
been a leading force for social and economic
justice for all. It is why Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., called 1199 his “favorite union.” And it is
why they were the only labor union Malcolm X
chose to speak before. The union was once
the headquarters for Cesar Chavez’s national
grape and lettuce boycotts, as well as the
headquarters for Nelson Mandela’s visit to
New York when he was released from prison.
In all its years of activism in electoral politics,
the union’s greatest crowning achievement
was in 2008, when it dispatched thousands of
members—many of them for several months—
to help elect Barack Obama as our nation’s
first African-American president.

For all its achievements over the many
years of service, including being champions of
worker rights, | applaud 1199 on its 50th anni-
versary and have pledged to its president,
George Gresham, that the union can continue
to count on my strong support in the many
years ahead.

So Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating
the 50th anniversary of 1199 United
Healthcare Workers East of the Service Em-
ployees International Union. As 1199 looks
back at its historic accomplishments over the
last 50 years, let’s join it in looking forward to
the next 50 years, meeting the challenges that
lie ahead with the same spirit, determination,
and strength that has shaped who it continues
to be today.
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING CYN-
THIA RUCKER FOR HER CERTIFI-
CATION BY THE NATIONAL
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL
TEACHING STANDARDS

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, Cynthia Rucker has been granted
certification by the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards; and

Whereas, Cynthia Rucker has sufficiently
demonstrated adherence and dedication to the
five core propositions of teaching set by the
National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards; and

Whereas, due to her hard work and dedica-
tion to her profession, Cynthia Rucker was
able to achieve this esteemed honor; and

Whereas, we recognize the values and les-
sons teachers impart to our children; and

Whereas, the creative ingenuity that Cynthia
Rucker has demonstrated while educating her
students; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District, | congratulate Cynthia
Rucker for her certification by the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

———

IRAN REFINED PETROLEUM
SANCTIONS ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, each week
brings more disturbing evidence of Iran’s nu-
clear advances, its defiance of UN Security
Council demands and its refusal to comply
with the requirements of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

The latest news, since the revelation earlier
this year of an undisclosed nuclear enrichment
site in Qom, is Iran’s work on technology to
set off a nuclear bomb. The regime is already
believed to have enough low-enriched uranium
available to, with further enrichment create at
least one nuclear bomb. Together with its on-
going work on ballistic missiles to deliver a nu-
clear warhead, Iran could have a nuclear
weapon within months.

In an attempt to stop the Iranian program
from moving ahead, President Obama has
made a concerted effort to engage Iran in di-
rect talks. Together with the permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council and Germany,
the United States has offered a clear path for
Iran to end its status as a pariah state.

So far, Iran remains intransigent. If inter-
national concern over the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram is to be resolved diplomatically, we must
increase pressure on lIran to come to the
table. The bill before us does exactly that by
establishing stringent sanctions to limit Iran’s
ability to import refined petroleum. It also pro-
vides waiver authority that preserves the
Obama Administration’s flexibility as it moves
forward in its diplomatic efforts.

Iran imports up to 40 percent of its refined
petroleum supplies to power cars, planes, fac-
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tories and other key economic infrastructure.
With a disruption in supply, the Iranian govern-
ment will be forced to grapple with the serious
cost of its reckless choices. | regret that the
Iranian people, already victims of a tyrannical
government, could also face economic reper-
cussions as the result of these sanctions. But
| believe it is imperative to do everything pos-
sible to bring about a successful diplomatic
resolution of this crisis and avert the need for
military action.

The danger of a nuclear-armed Iran is only
underscored by President Ahmadinejad’s un-
stable regime, its belligerence toward the
United States, its calls for the destruction of
Israel, its robust support for terror groups like
Hamas and Hezbollah and its blatant dis-
regard for its own citizens.

| urge my colleagues to vote yes and take
serious action to pressure Iran to change
course.

IN MEMORY OF DAVID STONE

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, the post-
9/11 world has posed many challenges—es-
pecially to the old way of doing business.
Someone who stepped up and used his mili-
tary training and experience to transform air-
port security was David Stone. David died un-
expectedly earlier last month, at age 57, and
| rise to commemorate my friend and his ex-
ceptional career.

Admiral Stone was selected as the first fed-
eral security director at LAX—the top terror
target on the West Coast—shortly after 9/11.
He proved more than equal to the task. Work-
ing under immense pressure and close public
scrutiny, Stone established strict new federal
airport security standards, secured nearly $1
billion in federal funding for security upgrades
and positioned LAX to become a test site for
new security technologies that are now used
around the world.

The Bush administration noticed and Stone
was asked to apply his talents at the national
level. As the Nation’s third TSA administrator,
he was charged with overseeing security at
not just one airport—but all of them, in addi-
tion to ports, railroads, and pipelines. In just 2
years, he shaped the role of the TSA for years
to come.

When Stone left the TSA it marked a cul-
mination of more than three decades of na-
tional service. He was a decorated soldier, a
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who rose
to rank of Rear Admiral. During his 28-year
military career he commanded warships, ves-
sel fleets, NATO naval forces, and an aircraft
carrier battle group. For his valor he received
three Legions of Merit, five Meritorious Service
medals, and three Navy Commendation med-
als.

A lovely memory is how David spoke to high
school seniors in my district who were apply-
ing to the military academies. He was so ex-
cited about them—and recalled his own jour-
ney decades earlier. David Stone also shared
this excitement and talent with a grateful na-
tion. He is fondly remembered.
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RESPONDING TO THE GOVERN-
MENT OF AUSTRALIA’S APOL-
OGY FOR THE MISTREATMENT
OF CHILD MIGRANTS AND CHIL-
DREN IN INSTITUTIONAL CARE
UNDER STATE SUPERVISION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the apology offered
by the Government of Australia for the mis-
treatment of child migrants and children in in-
stitutional care under state supervision.

In an effort to populate its empire, the Brit-
ish Government assisted private organizations
with settling people in many of its overseas
dominions. Between 1922 and 1967 over
7,000 children were sent to Australia and
placed in the care of residential institutions.
Many of these children were separated from
their families and never told the truth about
their loved ones. They became part of the half
a million Australian children who were placed
in institutional or foster care during this period
who would later be called the “Forgotten Aus-
tralians”. As wards of the state, the Forgotten
Australians suffered from appalling physical,
emotional and sexual abuse. They were sub-
jected to harsh, often brutal discipline and
labor programs, and referred to by number in-
stead of by name.

For years, their story has been lost—un-
heard and unacknowledged by the wider com-
munity. The aftermath of this government-con-
doned suffering left deep emotional and psy-
chological scars on countless individuals and
their families, and many resorted to crime,
drug and alcohol abuse and suicide.

On November 16, 2009, Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd formally apologized to the Forgot-
ten Australians on behalf of the Australian
government and the Parliament of Australia
and took an important step in national healing.
This apology was accompanied by a commit-
ment to properly record and share the experi-
ences of the Forgotten Australians with future
generations and support victims as they at-
tempt to discover their familial backgrounds
and reunite with loved ones.

This statement came nearly 2 years after
another historic apology that Prime Minister
Rudd gave on behalf of the Australian Govern-
ment to the Indigenous people of Australia
and the Stolen Generation. The willingness of
the Australian government to address past
wrongs and present inequalities shows its
dedication to national healing, growth and rec-
onciliation.

Madam Speaker, | commend the Australian
Government for acknowledging its past trans-
gressions and for its commitment to the sa-
cred duty of protecting its children, families
and communities in the years to come.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the policies and standards put forth
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by the House Appropriations Committee and
the GOP leadership, | would like to list the
congressionally-directed projects | have re-
quested in my home State of Idaho that are
contained in the Conference Report accom-
panying H.R. 3326, the FY2010 House De-
fense Appropriations Bill.

Project Name: 3-D Technology for Ad-
vanced Sensor Systems

Amount Received: $2,000,000

Account: Electronics Technology Account in
the Department of Defense RDT&E

Recipient: Boise State University

Recipient’s Street Address: 1910 University
Drive, Boise, Idaho 83725

Description: The 3-D packaging approach
offers the promise of a dramatic decrease in
the system weight and volume, together with
increased system performance. This project
will provide funding to continue to develop 3—
D processing techniques on silicon and LTCC
platforms. These include technologies for die-
and wafer-scale bonding and 3-D intercon-
nects. These techniques will be applied to cre-
ate 3-D integration and packaging solutions
applicable to a general category of high per-
formance sensor systems. The military has a
need for new three-dimensional (3-D) pack-
aging of electronic systems, particularly sensor
systems for portable (i.e., on-soldier) applica-
tions. 3-D integration and packaging of sen-
sors will result in smaller electronics with ex-
panded capability, allowing the soldier in the
field to be more effective.

Project Name: Accelerator-Driven Non-De-
structive Testing

Amount Received: $2,000,000

Account: Support Systems Development Ac-
count in the Air Force RDT&E

Recipient: Idaho State University

Recipient’s Street Address: 921 South 8th
Avenue, Stop 8007, Pocatello, Idaho 83209

Description: The ldaho Accelerator Center
(IAC) will develop a research, education and
commercialization program that takes non-de-
structive testing techniques developed at the
IAC and advances their development. The
penetrating and non-destructive techniques
that are under development include new tech-
niques in positron annihilation spectroscopy
with accelerator-based gammabeams, the use
of mono-chromatic x-ray beams and the use
of photon activation (via photonuclear reac-
tions) for trace element analysis of materials
and manufacturing processes. The develop-
ment of practical non-destructive testing (NDT)
techniques will help the U.S. Air Force reduce
aircraft downtime necessary for inspection and
enhance turn-around times by more quickly
identifying needed repairs through spectros-
copy and the use of x-ray. The development
of practical NDT techniques will be of im-
mense value to the armed forces in four crit-
ical areas: quicker return of aircraft to the line
by reducing the tear-downs necessary for in-
spection; non-destructively addressing the
enormous ’aging fleet’ problem of the U.S.A.F.
and the private sector; better economics by re-
placing parts on an on condition inspections
basis instead of a ’life limited’ basis; and the
ability to successfully apply NDT techniques to
composite materials. Currently, no commer-
cialized NDT technique works on composite
materials.

Project Name: Domestic Manufacturing of
45nm Electronics (DOME)

Amount Received: $3,200,000

Account: Advanced Spacecraft Technology
Account in the Air Force RDT&E
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Recipient: American Semiconductor, Inc

Recipient's Street Address: 3100 South
Vista Avenue, Suite 230, Boise, Idaho 83705

Description: Funding for this program will
deploy a new foundry capability to address the
most critical electronics sourcing issue faced
for secure supply of advanced DoD integrated
circuits in 2012 and beyond. DOME is an
AFRL-sponsored initiative to implement a
45nm state-of-the-art wafer fabrication capa-
bility to meet current and future system re-
quirements for fabrication of specialized inte-
grated circuits in a broadly available foundry
capacity to serve DOD. Microelectronics capa-
bility for defense applications requires ad-
vancement of technology for each generation
of new defense system. Defense system re-
quirements are often highly specialized and in-
clude capability beyond that of standard com-
mercial devices due to their unique operational
environments. An advanced and sustainable
defense microelectronics supply solution is re-
quired that can provide parts in low volume at
reasonable costs and be fabricated on-shore
to meet security requirements. This advanced
process technology enables higher speed,
lower power electronics that are of vital impor-
tance to the military and intelligence commu-
nities. The DOME program will deliver the ca-
pability to manufacture semiconductors at the
most advanced technology node currently in
production, 45nm, at an American run on-
shore facility optimized for DoD/IC business.

Project Name: Hybrid Energy Systems De-
sign and Testing

Amount Received: $2,000,000

Account: Military Engineering Advanced
Technology Account in the Army RDT&F

Recipient: Idaho National Laboratory

Recipient’s Street Address: 2525 Fremont
Avenue, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83415

Description: The Hybrid Energy Systems
Development and Testing Program will provide
the Army transformational technologies that
advance Army leadership in global energy se-
curity and carbon reduction. Hybrid energy
concepts provided through this program could
allow the Army to simultaneously address en-
ergy supply (electrical grid and fuel supply) se-
curity and surety, environmental (CO2) foot-
print reduction, and provide national economic
benefits. This project will leverage unique as-
sets at the INL, such as its Hybrid Testing
Lab, engineering-scale energy test beds,
supercomputing capabilities, and hybrid sys-
tems design teams, and nuclear technology
designs, to develop, validate, and assess hy-
brid and other advanced energy system con-
cepts. This program will provide a foundation
for Army leadership in clean, smart, secure
energy for future defense and non-defense ap-
plications.

Project Name: Integrated Passive Electronic
Components

Amount Received: $1,360,000

Account: Advanced Spacecraft Technology
in the Air Force RDT&E

Recipient: University of Idaho

Recipient’s Street Address: 820 Idaho Ave.,
Morrill Hall 109, Moscow, ID 83844

Description: Spacecraft are critical for co-
ordinating modern military operations, particu-
larly for intelligence gathering, battle-space
communications, resource deployment (e.g.
Global Positioning System), and targeting.
More accurate and timely information enables
more effective deployment, but requires en-
hanced sensing, communications and com-
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puting, which require more power. Limited en-
ergy sources and cooling capacity aboard
spacecraft restrict increased processing capa-
bility. Power consumption has become a lim-
iting factor in the performance electronic and
computing technologies. Microchip designers
have addressed rising power consumption by
reducing the voltage levels of the power deliv-
ered to the chips, with excellent results. How-
ever, this creates a new problem of how to de-
liver clean low-voltage power to the chips.
This research will develop the technologies to
enable low-voltage power regulation to be in-
tegrated onto the same piece of silicon that
holds the computing circuits, thus making
ultra-low-power microelectronics practical. The
key to this technology is integrated passive
components. In addition, this research will
produce a new range of component options
for analog circuit designers, enabling greater
ability to program and increasing flexibility of
on-board electronic systems.

Project Name: Material, Design, Fabrication
Solutions for Advanced SEAL Delivery System
external structural components

Amount Received: $2,000,000

Account: Operations Advanced Seal Deliv-
ery System (ASDS) Development in the De-
partment of Defense Research, Development,
Test and Evaluation (RDT&E)

Recipient: Premier Technology Inc.

Recipient's Street Address: 1858 West
Bridge Street, Blackfoot, Idaho 83221.

Description: Premier Technology Inc. will
work with the ldaho National Lab, Navy PEO
Submarine (PMS 399), U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command, Naval Special Warfare
Command and the Navy Office of Naval Re-
search to provide material, design and fabrica-
tion solutions for ASDS external structural
components allowing those components to
withstand severe hydrodynamic, hydrostatic
and shock loading while maintaining significant
resistance to corrosion in situations where the
ASDS is attached to the submerged host sub-
marine operating at high speeds. Candidate
components include the host submarine pylon
assembly, ASDS lower hatch (buttress
threads) and ASDS shaft line components.
The goal of this project is to assist the U.S.
Navy in bringing ASDS to its fullest oper-
ational capability by addressing challenges
that it faces in key material issues.

Project Name: Radiation Hardened Cryo-
genic Read Out Integrated Circuits

Amount Received: $1,600,000

Account: Defense Production Act Purchases
in Department of Defense Procurement

Recipient: ON Semiconductor, Inc.

Recipient’s Street Address: 2300 Buckskin
Road, Pocatello, ldaho 83201

Description: Readout integrated circuits
(ROIC) are the foundation of thermal imaging
systems. These systems have forever
changed modern warfare and surveillance.
The United States Air Force and the Missile
Defense Agency have been investigating ways
to improve manufacturing capabilities and im-
prove cryogenic and radiation performance of
these circuits. The thermal imagers of the fu-
ture will operate in harsh environmental condi-
tions for longer periods of time and will have
increased resolution (through increased pixel
count) than the detectors of today. Maintaining
a domestic source of this technology, as well
as working to enhance the manufacturing ca-
pabilities of this critical technology, are as
equally important as increasing the yield. The
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DPA Tide Il Readout Integrated Circuit
(ROIC) program will continue the improvement
efforts to develop technology that includes a
larger stitched die, smaller feature size (<
0.35um), improved yields, and reduced cycle
times will enable a domestic U.S. source for
ROIC manufacturing to meet our national de-
fense needs.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide a list
of congressionally-directed projects in the
Conference Report accompanying the FY2010
Defense Appropriations bill on behalf of Idaho
and provide an explanation of my support for
them.

———————

IRAN REFINED PETROLEUM
SANCTIONS ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of H.R.
2194, the Iran Refined Petroleum Sanctions
Act of 2009.

Since the U.S. first placed sanctions on
commercial relations with Iran in 1996, the Ira-
nian government has not only failed to comply
with its international obligations, but has fur-
ther intensified its efforts to develop nuclear
weapons. Most recently, Iran has rejected de-
mands from the International Atomic Energy
Agency to halt construction of a previously un-
disclosed uranium enrichment facility near
Qom. It has also announced plans to build ten
additional enrichment facilities.

While | fully support the President’s efforts
to engage the Iranian government diplomati-
cally, Congress must show Iran that failure to
reach an agreement will not be without con-
sequence. H.R. 2194 facilitates this goal by
weakening Iran’s energy sector, which the Ira-
nian government relies on for 80 percent of its
revenue. This legislation specifically targets
Iran’s petroleum refining industry due to its
heavy reliance on foreign assistance and
trade. The choice for Iran will be either to
meet the demands of the international commu-
nity or risk diplomatic and economic isolation.

The risk of nuclear weapons proliferation
and its accompanied threat to regional stability
in the Middle East lends increased urgency to
passing this legislation. | urge my colleagues
to support House Resolution 2194 and supply
the President with the tools he needs for
reaching a diplomatic solution with Iran.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ERICA RHEA FOR HER CERTIFI-
CATION BY THE NATIONAL
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL
TEACHING STANDARDS

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, Erica Rhea has been granted cer-
tification by the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards; and

Whereas, Erica Rhea has sufficiently dem-
onstrated adherence and dedication to the five
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core propositions of teaching set by the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards; and

Whereas, due to her hard work and dedica-
tion to her profession, Erica Rhea was able to
achieve this esteemed honor; and

Whereas, we recognize the values and les-
sons teachers impart to our children; and

Whereas, the creative ingenuity that Erica
Rhea has demonstrated while educating her
students; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District, | congratulate Erica Rhea
for her certification by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the House Republican standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion in regards to H.R. 3326, the Fiscal Year
2010 Department of Defense Appropriations
Bill.

Requesting Member: Rep. JO ANN EMERSON

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: RDTE, A

Requesting Entity: Missouri University of
Science and Technology

Address of Requesting Entity: 1870 Miner
Circle, Rolla, Missouri 65409

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $2,400,000 to research materials that will
lead to advances in the storage and genera-
tion of power. To maintain a strong national
defense, our Nation must develop new de-
vices from innovative polymer-based materials
that have lower-power requirements, greater
strength, lighter weight, higher sensitivity, and
robustness to operate under extreme condi-
tions. The research will provide materials that
will lead to important advances in the genera-
tion and storage of power. The power genera-
tion systems would have advantages for mili-
tary use over current systems in terms of
weight, flexibility, and functionality.

Requesting Member: Rep. JO ANN EMERSON

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: RDTE, A

Requesting Entity: Missouri University of
Science and Technology

Address of Requesting Entity: 1870 Miner
Circle, Rolla, Missouri 65409

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $2,400,000 to complete a project to develop
high performance alloy materials and ad-
vanced manufacturing of steel castings for
new lightweight and robotic weapon systems.
This program would enhance defense compo-
nent capabilities at a reduced cost. The pro-
gram would also augment war fighter capa-
bility by increasing the mobility and reliability
of weapons systems.

Requesting Member: Rep. JO ANN EMERSON

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: RDTE, A

Requesting Entity: Missouri University of
Science and Technology

Address of Requesting Entity: 1870 Miner
Circle, Rolla, Missouri 65409

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $4,800,000 to develop new, low-cost, sen-
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sors and an integrating network methodology
for geospatial localization and tracking of ex-
plosive related threats and precursor materials
using spatially distributed, multimodal sensors.
This effort is consistent with the U.S. Army
goals of assured mobility and force protection.

Requesting Member: Rep. JO ANN EMERSON

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: RDTE, AF

Requesting Entity: Missouri University of
Science and Technology

Address of Requesting Entity: 1870 Miner
Circle, Rolla, Missouri 65409

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $2,400,000 to develop fiber reinforced ultra-
high temperature materials for hypersonic
flight vehicles. Ultra-high temperature mate-
rials are imperative for the leading and trailing
edges, and control surfaces, of future
hypersonic vehicles. The proposed project
would greatly advance the material selection
and design capability for military systems pro-
jected to operate in the extreme environments
associated with hypersonic flight. Success of
this project would enable the United States to
uphold its position of world leadership in these
critical technology areas.

HONORING WILLIAM H. BEARDSLE

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the accomplishments of
William H. Beardsley.

William Beardsley served for the past 22
years as president of Husson University in
Bangor, Maine. When Mr. Beardsley took
over, the University was threatened by emi-
nent bankruptcy, but because of William’s
strong leadership, the University today is fi-
nancially solid and continues to educate the
future leaders of Maine and the United States.

Under his guidance, enrollment at Husson
tripled, the campus doubled in size and de-
gree offerings multiplied, including the estab-
lishment of a new law school. Mr. Beardsley’s
strong, pragmatic leadership has created a
thriving academic center with a promising fu-
ture indeed.

Prior to his service at Husson University,
Mr. Beardsley worked with the University of
Vermont, Green Mountain Power Corp., Ban-
gor Hydro Electric Co., Alaska Pacific Univer-
sity, the state of Alaska and Bar Harbor Bank-
ing & Trust Co. Humble, down to earth, en-
gaging, eloquent and a visionary entrepreneur,
Mr. Beardsley is a husband and father of three
with a doctorate from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity.

As the faculty and staff of Husson University
prepare to continue educating its students
without Mr. Beardsley, they are left in charge
of an academic institution dedicated to pro-
viding quality private education with tuition
costs comparable to many public universities.
The low tuition and high level of financial aid
at Husson University is one of Mr. Beardsley’s
most important legacies.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
William H. Beardsley for his life of dedication
and service to his community and the edu-
cation of Maine’s students.
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EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, consistent
with House Republican Earmark Standards, |
am submitting the following earmark disclo-
sure information for project requests that |
made and which were included within H.R.
3326, the “Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, FY2010.”

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN
DUNCAN

Account: RDTE—Air Force

Project Amount: $1,600,000

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University
of Tennessee, 328 Ferris Hall, 1508 Middle
Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee 37996

Description of Request: The funding will be
used for design, testing, and evaluation of sys-
tems needed for the harvesting and storage of
green energy. The need for the nation to de-
sign, implement, and test systems and proc-
esses capable of producing renewable energy
at a large scale is vital for the U.S. military
and the Nation as a whole.

—————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
KELLY LAW FOR HER CERTIFI-
CATION BY THE NATIONAL
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL
TEACHING STANDARDS

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, Kelly Law has been granted cer-
tification by the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards; and

Whereas, Kelly Law has sufficiently dem-
onstrated adherence and dedication to the five
core propositions of teaching set by the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards; and

Whereas, due to her hard work and dedica-
tion to her profession, Kelly Law was able to
achieve this esteemed honor; and

Whereas, we recognize the values and les-
sons teachers impart to our children; and

Whereas, the creative ingenuity that Kelly
Law has demonstrated while educating her
students; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District, | congratulate Kelly Law for
her certification by the National Board for Pro-
fessi